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from Bonneville 

TO THE BRICKYARD 

AND BACK: 

RODDING PIONEER 
SKIP HEDRICH 






Not actual size. 

Shown is model in Pearl White finish, 
Also available in Ruby Red finish. 


How to Park $1 1 .7 Million on Your Desktop 

The 5 ooK Special Roadster is one of rarest and most-sought after automobiles ever built 


I t's hard to deny that one of the signature 
models of Mercedes-Benz® is the 500 
series. So many striking and elegant bodies 
would grace the stalwart chassis. The 
500K's of the 1930s were beautiful, 
elegant, and exclusive models often 
outfitted with voluptuous coachwork and 
sold to the wealthiest of clientele. 


The most ravishing model of this species 
was the two-seater 500K Special Roadster 
launched in 1 936. It was a limited production 
cabriolet, in total less than 30 were made, 
adding to its near-mythical qualities. In it's 
day it went for top dollar — over $106,000. 

Today, these ultra rare masterpieces are going for millions. In 
2012, a Special Roadster fetched more than $11.7 million at 
auction at the Pebble Beach Concours d'Elegance. 

Forgo the bidding wars, nail-biting flatbed transport, and 
scavenger hunting for parts in Germany. Here's your chance to 
own the rare and luxurious essence of this remarkable car in 
terms of its unforgettable styling, inimitably powerful and 
elegant lines, and showstopping presence. 

Our die-cast metal replica captures the sexy curves and sumptous 
coachwork of the full-size model in striking detail. Just shy of a 
foot long, and available in pearl white or ruby red. 



Die-cast metal body features doors , hood 
and trunk that open , steerable wheels 
that roll, and four wheel suspension. 
Available in Ruby Red finish. 


You don't need to spend millions to showcase 
your impeccable taste. Sold! To the discerning 
reader for $99! 

Your satisfaction is ioo% guaranteed. 

Test drive the Special Roadster for 30 days. 
If for any reason you are not completely 
satisfied, simply return it to us for a full 
refund of your purchase price. But we're sure 
that once you park this beauty in your house 
you'll be sold. 

Comes factory sealed in its original packaging in order 
to retain its status as a highly collectable item. 


1936 Mercedes-Benz® 500K Special Roadster 

(Pearl White or Ruby Red finish)-$449^ 

Offer Code Price $99 + S&P Save $50 


1-888-201-7081 


Your Insider Offer Code: MBD189-01 

You must use this insider offer code to get our special price. 


f Special price only for customers using the offer code versus the price on 
Stauer.com without your offer code. 

14101 Southcross Drive W., 


Sauer 


Dept. MBD189-01 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 
WWW.Stauer.com Rating of A+ 
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Business 


High-quality 1:18 scale die-cast replica • intricate moving features • Detailed chassis with separate exhaust systems • Includes display stand 

Smart Luxuries — Surprising Prices™ 
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> The 1964 running of the Indy 500 is notable for two milestones. 
One was the fiery death of beloved driver Eddie Sachs, an event 
that had a huge impact on racer and fabricator Skip Hedrich. Dick 
Martin tells Skip’s story— including that fateful day in May- 
starting on page 60. Bob D’Olivo shot this photo earlier in the 
month of Sachs buckling his helmet before taking the Ford-DOHC- 
powered Shrike out for qualifying. 


06 FLAG MAN 

Man, I hate making mistakes. 

08 WHERE IT ALL BEGAN 

Even the greats did their wrenching back at the motel at the end 
of the day. 

10 RODDIN’ @ RANDOM 

At the grand opening of the World of Speed Museum in Oregon, 
saying goodbye to Safety Safari leader Bud Coons, and checking 
out the action at the Bowling Green Hot Rod Reunion. 

22 NEXT CHAPTER 

Cover story: Re-creating the iconic Bill Breece purple Deuce 
coupe was a labor of love for Richard Munz and South City’s 
Bill Ganahl. 



• PICS: BOB D’OLIVO 




> The ’64 race also marked a significant turning point: the last victory for 
front-engine roadsters at the Brickyard. AJ. Foyt (left) outlasted the faster mid- 
engine cars and found himself dueling with Parnelli Jones (right) until a pit fire put PJ out of 
the running. From there Foyt cruised to the checkered flag. You can see Foyt in a different kind of race 
in “Power Struggles” (p. 50), the first installment in our new series looking back at auto racing history. 


MENU ‘NOVEMBER 2015 


★ 


32 BLACK AND WHITE 

These chopped and channeled ’34 coupes may look like 
opposites, but they’re more alike than it may appear. 

40 FROM GLASS TO FIRST CLASS 

When a fiberglass street rod just wasn’t cutting it, Don Nicita 
revived an historic East Coast coupe. 

50 POWER STRUGGLES 

Part 1: Our photographic review of American auto racing 
history begins in 1955. 

60 BRICKYARD DREAMS, SALT FLAT MEMORIES: 
THE SKIP HEDRICH STORY 

Skip’s is a story of top-tier effort, from the dry lakes to the 
Indy 500 to the Salt Flats. 

66 PARTS WITH APPEAL 

Retro-look gauges, a Hallock windshield frame reproduction, 
and a fan to keep your hot rod's cool. 

70 TIME WARP 

Kicking off the buildup of our altered project’s FE motor with 
a solid foundation. 

76 SCRAPBOOK 

A tribute to Grandpa, a Nice ’n Nasty roadster, Half Moon Bay 
memories, Li I’ Screamer, and more. 

82 TROPHY GIRL 

Handing out the hardware at the Go Kart National 
Championships. 


ON THE COVER 

Richard Munz’s Passionate Purple Deuce made its 
debut in the South City Rod & Custom booth at this 
year’s Grand National Roadster Show, but it took a 
second viewing at the LA Roadsters’ Father’s Day 
show to make us realize how perfect this re-creation 
of the August 1956 HRM cover car would be for 
our coupe-themed issue. Bill Ganahl’s work on the 
car is just outstanding, as you’ll see in our cover 
story beginning on page 22. The Wally Parks NHRA 
Museum graciously let us in during off-hours so Wes 
Allison could photograph the Deuce, while a very 
appealing Veronica Jensen lit up the place. 
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THE TRI-FLOW DIFFERENCE 


CUSTOMER FAVORITE 

37° FLARE DIE KIT 

• Put 37-degree flares on 3/16", 1/4", 

5/16" & 3/8" tubing 

• 7 position turret and 4 die block sets 

• Perfect where AN- or JIC- type fittings are used 


#30005 


Single Bubble Double 
Flare Flare Flare 


’ERFECT FLARES EVERY TIME! 


CUSTOMER FAVORITE 


45° DOUBLE/SINGLE FLARE TOOL 


• Create 45-degree single, double & bubble brake flares 

• Turret-style indexed head helps switch flares on-the-fly 

• Use for brake lines, transmission cooler lines, and fuel lines 

• Includes brake-flare forming tool; 3/16", 1/4", 5/16", 3/8" 
and 4.75mm tube-retaining dies; handle; instructions and case 


* 


✓ Universal mount design 

✓ 3 sizes-fits street rods to full size trucks 

✓ Chevy OEM style-driver side inlet and 
passenger side outlet 

✓ Reduce water temp up to 24°F over 
competitors aluminum radiators 

✓ LS motor-steam port fitting 

✓ TIG-welded aluminum core & tanks- 
assures a leak-free unit 

RUN 168 - 180 °F ALL DAY, EVEN IN TRAFFIC! 

I™- F H9 to 24° DIFFERENCE! 

190° r 

185° 


OEM 


ALUMINUM 


TRI-FLOW 


For Sg&S 
More 


3X THE EFFICIENCY! 
3X THE CIRCULATION! 
3X THE COOLING! 


ALL RADIATORS ARE 19" high x 2.2" deep 
AND AVAILABLE IN 3 WIDTHS: 

Item #201 50 22"w for Street Rods 
Item #201 51 26"w for Muscle Cars 
Item #201 52 28"w for Full Size Cars/Trucks 


Sadtioccd 


DO THE JOB RIGHT. 
800-343-9353 


OFFICIAL TOOL HOTROD TECH 
SPONSOR: MY1 ""V, CENTER 


ORDER ONLINE: 
www.eastwood.com/HRD1 115 

*AII deals in this ad expire 1 1 /30/201 5. Cannot be combined with other offers. Other exclusions may apply. 




FLAGMAN 


istakes? I’ve Made a Few, 


The thing I like most about my 
job is the fact that I’m always 
learning. But I have to admit, 

I prefer doing the learning 
before putting something in 
print, not after. 

Anyone who serves as the 
capital-E Editor of a magazine 
is responsible for every piece of 
editorial in that magazine. If a 
writer gets something wrong 
and it makes it into print, well, 
then, yes, the writer was wrong. 
But the capital-E Editor chose 
to run that material, so really 
the wrong falls on their shoul- 
ders. They take the bullet. 

I get a lot of positive feedback 
from readers of this magazine, 
which I love. But then there are 
the days when I get correspon- 
dence that just makes me cringe. 

The latest pummeling was 
over “Mementos from a Life- 
time of Speed,” the story about 
Clem TeBow in the July ’ 1 5 
issue. The mistakes made had 
to do with the Offenhauser 
engines track record at Indy, 
and the tragic German land- 
speed record attempt that killed 
Auto Union race driver Bernd 
Rosemeyerin 1938. 


I will admit to being an 
expert at very few things. India- 
napolis racing and German 
land-speed record attempts are 
not on that very short list. So I 
let pass the information writer 
Scotty Gosson put in the story, 
figuring that he did his research 
before writing the piece, as I 
would have done. 

Then I started getting the 
emails. 

Our saying that the Offen- 
hauser in Parnelli Jones’ 1963 
Indy 500-winning car “was 
ultimately the last Offy to even 
finish at Indy” was, to reader 
Ken Keltner, “probably the 
grossest error ever printed in 
HOT ROD Deluxe! To state 
that the last time an Offy fin- 
ished at Indy was in 1963 is 
ridiculous! An Offy won the 
next year! Offenhauser engines 
also won the Indy 500 in 1968 
and 1972-76.” 

Ken was one of several read- 
ers who called me out on this 
error. This goof really got to me, 
since I’ve considered adding 
front-engine Indy roadsters to 
the editorial mix here at Deluxe, 
and I should know these kinds 


of things about those cars. You 
can bet I’m boning up on my 
Indy history so this doesn’t hap- 
pen again. 

About the Rosemeyer ref- 
erence, reader Doug Nicoli 
echoed the sentiments of other 
readers when he cited “several 
critical errors concerning the 
Auto Union record-holding 
streamliner.” (If you haven’t 
read the story, the context was 
this: TeBow and his partner 
Don Clark built the flathead 
that propelled the City of Bur- 
bank streamliner to take the 
FIA C-Class land speed record 
away from Auto Union and 
Rosemeyerin 1952.) 

“There is no record that I 
have seen stating that Rose- 
meyer was ever connected to 
the Nazi SS, and I have been a 
student of prewar GP racing 
since the 1950s,” Doug wrote. 
“The record car was powered 
by a V- 1 6 designed and built by 
Auto Union and not its major 
competitor, Mercedes Benz. 
The cause of the accident has 
been attributed to a side wind 
for close to 80 years and not 
to several untested drivetrain 


and chassis components’ as Mr. 
Gosson claims in his writings. 
Rosemeyer was the lead driver 
on the Auto Union Grand Prix 
team, so I doubt it was Hitler 
who picked him to drive the 
record car.” 

The research I’ve done since 
receiving the emails supports 
most of Doug’s assertions. Call- 
ing Rosemeyer an SS officer 
wasn’t exactly wrong, but it 
was a mischaracterization. I 
found a couple of sources that 
said Rosemeyer was granted 
an honorary officership in the 
SS, but it was a propaganda 
move by the party due to his 
very public exploits behind the 
wheel and not because of any 
political views he held. As for 
the reasons for his fatal crash, 
crosswinds did certainly set 
the accident in motion. But 
a thoroughly documented 
account, compiled from first- 
hand resources and published 
online on the 65th anniversary 
of Rosemeyer’s death (www. 
kolumbus.fi/leif.snellman/zana. 
htm), does blame hasty prepa- 
rations and primitive aero- 
dynamics for Rosemeyer not 



• PIC: RAY BROCK 
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ADVERTISING 


being able to maintain control 
of the car when it was buffeted. 

When I asked Scotty about 
these errors, he told me he 
struggled with this story when 
he was unable to interview Don 
Clark or anyone else closely 
associated with TeBow. “When 
I failed to find Clark, I should 
have notified you that there was 
a problem, and ceased work on 
the project. I did not. I found 
other sources of information 
that I deemed credible and 
continued on. I am obviously 
neither a war historian, nor a 
motorsports expert. I know 
about drag racing and hot rods, 
period. I was out of my league 
on this piece.” 

The bottom line here is this: I 
know how important history — 
and historical accuracy — are to 
the readers of this magazine. So 
I will continue to do my best to 
make sure you can trust what 
you read here. I will seek expert 
help when I need to, and that 
includes from readers who Im 
sure will continue to write me 
to keep us honest. 

—DREW HARDIN 

★ EMAIL ME: 

DREWHARDIN57@GMAIL.COM 


> This month’s flag man is 
doing his thing on the beach 
at Daytona during NASCAR's 
Speedweeks in 1956. In the 
interest of historical accuracy, 
I’m throwing up my hands 
and admitting I can’t tell if 
the blurry finisher is an Olds, 
Pontiac, or Buick. I’m sure 
someone out there will set us 
straight. 
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WHERE IT ALL BEGAN 



•PICS: PAT BROLLIER & BOB SWAIM 
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Snapshots of the Snake at Indy, 
September 1967 


RACES 


Back when the racers all trailered 
up their cars at the end of each day / 
night during an event, after-hours 
wrenching was done at the motel. 
The SOHC fuel motor (by Ed Pink) 
belongs to Lou Baney (seen at left 
in Bob Swaims parking lot photo). 
Don Prudhomme drove the Brand 
Motors Special to several big wins 
during the 1967 season, the best for 
FoMoCo dragsters since the flat- 
head (and also best ever). 

Swaim also captured Baney, 

Pink and Prudhomme huddling 
over that engine in the pits; look 
close and you can catch Keith Black 
walking by in the background. 
Starting in 1968, most of the top- 
tier Cammer teams started switch- 
ing back to Chryslers, either the of 
reliable 392 or the 426 that was just 
beginning to haul ass on nitro. 

-DAVE WALLACE 
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R0DD1N® RANDOM 



Ribbon Ripper 

The ribbon-cutting ceremony 
for the grand opening of the 
World of Speed museum out- 
side of Portland was our kind of 
deal: Curator Ron Huegli pow- 
ered through the blue ribbon 
in the nitro-snorting AA/Fuel 
Altered originally campaigned 
by Dave and Linda Hough, who 
stood by nervously 

—DAVE WALLACE 
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World of S[ I’s Grand Op ening 


When the mayor s long, painful 
speech finally ended and sev- 
eral hundred folks began filing 
into the World of Speed, the 
town of Wilsonville, Oregon, 
rocketed from nondescript bed- 
room community to epicenter 
of Northwestern hot rodding. 
Gearheads here finally have 
a common meeting place to 
replace racetracks and speed 
shops long gone from Washing- 
ton, Oregon, Idaho, and west- 
ern Canada. 

For the rest of us, the World 
of Speed is nothing less than a 
world-class collection of speedy 
cars and speed-related memo- 
rabilia, all showcased inside 
of a luxuriously repurposed 
Infiniti dealership on Interstate 
5. Straight-line acceleration is 
emphasized in some wonder- 
ful exhibits. Nowhere have we 
seen so many artifacts devoted 


to land-speed racing. Vintage 
radios, TV sets, LP jackets, 
guitars, car stereos, and even 
furniture line the walls. 

Sally Bany, whose parents 
started Columbia Sportswear, 
and hubby David, a former 
mechanic, admit to an ulterior 
motive, but its not showing off 
their stuff or turning a profit. 
Rather, they hope to enlighten 
and educate young people 
about the benefits and satisfac- 
tion of automotive careers, 
particularly in motorsports. 
Field trips are encouraged, 
no charge. Hands-on exhib- 
its let kids of all ages operate 
mechanical components rang- 
ing from a rear-axle assembly 
to a Funny Car fuel pump. 

A full-sized classroom and 
literature archive are available 
to teachers and group leaders, 
also free. 



NORTHWEST PRIDE: Though this museum is not focused on this 
region, the Great Northwest is well represented in display vehicles 
and special exhibits. In the '50s and '60s, Oregon and Washington 
'strips regularly hosted some of the fiercest fuel racing outside of 
California. 



STAGES OF SPEED 


STAGES OF SPEED: Significant Ford, Chevy, Chrysler, and Pontiac 
V-8s illustrate the evolution of American racing powerplants from 
the flathead to the 426 Hemi (far end). A 1960s-style speed shop 
completes the scene. 
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IN-DASH THRASH: The only grand- 
opening glitch we noticed (other than 
typical Oregon drizzle) was a sticking set 
of radio push buttons in this cool display. 
Rushing to the rescue was Tony Thacker, 
serving his final day as museum director 
after three years of commuting 1,000 miles 
from his SoCal home to oversee extensive 
remodeling of the former new-car 
dealership and construction of exhibits. 



The full impact of what this 
place means to Northwestern 
rodders and racers hit home 
in conversation with Katrina 
O’Brien, the full-time archivist 
and collections manager. She 
pointed to a vintage dragstrip 
jacket that some old-timer had 
just donated, then pulled out a 
cardboard carton stuffed with 
racing mementos. “It’s the sec- 
ond box today’’ she said. “This 
guy drove home, then brought 
back all of these memories. 

It brought a tear to my eye.” 

—DAVE WALLACE 

T&A TITILLATION: A 15-year- 
old named Robert E. Lee 
combined a ’27 T roadster 
pickup with Model A fenders to 
create this show winner. Chuck 
Lawrence picked up the pickup 
in 1963, let it get away a year 
later, and finally got it back in 
2000— reportedly with the 
same dual-carb 354 Chrysler 
that Lee installed. 

OREGON’S OWN: Longtime 
HRM readers will recognize 
the featured ’35 Phaeton 
of Wayne Mahaffey and 
the Deuce cover car of Bill 
Peterson. Wayne sold the Cad- 
powered Phaeton twice, in 
1958 and 1987, but bought it 
back in 2001. Chuck Lawrence 
is the lucky owner of the 
restored Peterson roadster. 

DUTCH IMPORT: Having seen 
Von Dutch’s work truck surface 
at Ralph Whitworth’s big L.A. 
auction, then serve as a tow 
vehicle at Famoso Raceway, we 
were relieved to see it land safely 
in the personal collection of Sally 
and David Bany. Dutch painted 
and drove the Econoline while 
working for a long-defunct SoCal 
museum, Movie World: Cars of 
the Stars and Planes of Fame. 

NO JOKE: Dick “The Joker” 
Kalivoda was quick to pull 
the engine cover for anyone 
asking to see his legendary fuel 
modified roadster’s original 
injected DeSoto. He also 
brought the first of countless 
awards this car earned, a 
clock trophy (foreground) 
from Pacific Raceway’s grand 
opener, July 4, 1960. 
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THE STINGRAY LEGACY ROLLS ON! 

A first-ever die-cast tribute to the re-introduction of the Corvette Stingray. 


BIG 1:18 scale! 



Car measures 9 3 /4" long 


GM 


Lift the smooth opening hatch to 
reveal the depth and beauty of the 
sleekly-designed interior. 


« t r i c i a i 


©2014 HC. All Rights Reserved. ©2014 Maisto International, Inc. 
General Motors Trademarks are used under license to Maisto International, Inc. 
Facebook is a registered trademark of Facebook, Inc. 


This Red-Hot Ride Is Fully Loaded! 



Tearing down the street with an outrageous 460 horses under the HamiltonCollection.com/stingrav 09-05559-001-Bii 
hood ... going 0-60 in an astonishing 3.8 seconds ... and topping out 
at a mind-blowing 185 mph — the Chevy Stingray is hack for 2014 ... 
and better than ever! 

Showcasing Chevy's engineering genius in BIG 1:18 scale, the "2014 
Corvette Stingray" replica die cast is custom crafted to precisely 
match the extraordinary details of the street-ready vehicle. It's hand- 
finished in stunning Crystal Red paint and boasts "chrome"-colored 
accents ... opening hood, doors and hatch ... authentic engine detailing 
... detailed interior ... official emblems ... and more! 

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed! 

ACT NOW to reserve the "l:18-Scale 2014 Corvette Stingray" 
die cast for three interest-free installments of just $26.66*, with only 
your first payment due prior to shipping. Your satisfaction is 100% 
guaranteed or your money back. Quantities are limited. Order today! 

*Add a total of $20.00 for shipping & service. Deliveries to FL and IL will be billed appropriate sales tax. 


MAIL TO: 

m The Hamilton Collection 

9204 Center For The Arts Drive, Niles, Illinois 60714-1300 
Send No Money Now! 

□YES! Please accept my order for the “1: 18-Scale 
2014 Corvette Stingray” for me as described in this 
announcement. 

Name 

(Please print clearly.) 

Address 

City State Zip 

Signature 

Mail Today! 09-05559-001-E93561 

Allow 6 to 8 weeks after initial payment for shipment. 






HITTING THE R< 

# I 1 , 

HITTING THE ROAD: Though Rickman normally chronicled the 
Safari’s activities, Bob D’Olivo shot this publicity photo of Bud 
Coons (right), Chic Cannon (center) and Wally Parks in May of 
1955, before the start of the cross-country tour. 


Bud Coons 

Eldo J. “Bud” Coons, the former 
police officer who joined the 
NHRA in its infancy and led 
the original Drag and Safety 
Safaris in the mid 1950s, passed 
away in June at age 90. 

Coons is best known as the 
very public face of those Safaris, 
undertaken in 1954-’56 to 
spread Wally Parks’ gospel of 
safe, NHRA-sanctioned drag 
racing across the country 
During the first tour, he was 
accompanied by Chic Cannon 
and Petersen photographer Eric 
Rickman; in 1955 Bud Evans 
became the fourth permanent 
member of the Safari team. 
Rickman passed away in 2009, 
Evans in 2014, leaving Cannon 
as the sole surviving member 
of that original troupe. (Chic is 
currently working on a memoir 
that we can’t wait to read.) 

With his background in law 
enforcement, Coons brought a 
level of credibility to the Safari — 
effort. It was he who typically 
met with local police and gov- 
ernment officials when they 
arrived at a host city. He also 
did a lot of press for the tours, 
showing up on TV and radio 
while the Safari was in town. 

Yet Coons’ interest in and 
work on promoting safe drag 


racing predates the NHRA 
Safaris. A former hot rodder 
himself, Coons was a sergeant 
in the Pomona Police Depart- 
ment when he was asked by 
then LAPD Chief Ralph Parker 
to help a local hot rod club, 
the Choppers, cut down on 
the number of street racing 
incidents in the city. Coons 
and club members convinced 
Pomona officials to pave a por- 
tion of the Los Angeles County 
Fairgrounds to use as a drag- 
strip. Not long after — in April 
1953 — that track was the site of 
the first NHRA-sanctioned drag 


race, and it has since become the 
cornerstone of the entire NHRA 
drag racing program. 

Coons’ work in building that 
strip landed him on Wally Parks’ 
radar, and he soon gave up his 
patrolman job for a position in 
the fledgling NHRA. Coons used 
his personal two-door Dodge 
station wagon to tow the NHRA 
trailer on the ’54 Safari, before 
Plymouth stepped up to provide 
the team with transportation for 
the ’55 and ’56 Safaris. 

In his new series on the his- 
tory of American auto racing, 
“Power Struggles” (see page 
50), Dave Wallace tells tales of 
the ’55 Safari. More Safari his- 
tory can be found in “Dawn 
of the Drags,” a Sept. ’04 HRM 
article I wrote as part of the 
50th anniversary celebration 
of the first Safari. (If you don’t 
have back issues, the story 
lives on hotrod.com). It was 


COONS MANUFACTURING 


m 


SCHMOOZING 


SCHMOOZING: Coons’ background in law enforcement meant 
he was the one dispatched to brief local officials about the coming 
drag race when the Safari pulled into town. Quarters in the trailer 
and wagon were cramped, but he had to pack a suit to meet with 
city officials, as he’s doing here in Orange, Massachusetts. 


a privilege, and a career high- 
light, to interview Coons, along 
with Evans, Cannon, Rickman, 
and Parks, for that story. 

Though the Safaris ended in 
1956, Coons continued to work 
for the NHRA before founding 
a business building RVs and 
travel trailers. He eventually 
retired to the desert Southwest. 

It’s hard to understate the 
importance of what Coons and 
his fellow Safari team members 
did during those long weeks on 
the road. Yes, their trailer full 
of timing equipment and miles 
of wire introduced organized 
drag racing to far-flung corners 
of the U.S. But they also helped 
cement the notion of drag rac- 
ing not as some outlaw activity, 
but as a safe and even family- 
friendly sport. It’s a legacy that 
lives to this day. 

—DREW HARDIN 


COONS MANUFACTURING: 

When he left the NHRA, 

Coons started a camper and 
RV manufacturing facility 
in Pomona, not far from the 
dragstrip he helped create. 
HRM’s Ray Brock shot this 
photo of him with a camper for 
a Ranchero in August 1958. 


MANPOWER: “Really, all 
the manpower came from 
the clubs,” Coons said about 
running those early races. Car 
club members, police officers, 
and other members of the 
community get briefed by 
Coons in Columbus, Ohio, in 
August 1955. 
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WE PACKED THEM FULL OF POWER. 

THEN GAVE ’EM A BRAIN 




THE ULTIMATE POWER SOURCE* 


Powerful batteries require powerful chargers. Our microprocessor-controlled 
OPTIMA® chargers are specifically designed to charge, condition and maintain both 
AGM and lead-acid batteries while maximizing life and performance. They can even 
recover deeply discharged batteries, so from topping off to reviving, you’re always 
ready to rock. To learn more about OPTIMA chargers, visit OptimaBatteries.com 


CHARGES BATTERIES OTHERS CAH’T. 


Look for the OPTIMA DIGITAL 1200 AND DIGITAL 400 chargers at a retailer near you. johnwn 

The OPTIMA logo, OPTIMA Batteries, The Ultimate Power Source, Spiralcell Technology, REDTOP, YELLOWTOP, BLUETOP and The Six-Pack Battery Design are trademarks of Johnson Controls, Inc. ©2015 Controls 


RODDIN’ SCENE 



HALLOWED WILLYS: Frankie Allen and his ’33 “T rick or T reat” Willys gave the fans in the stands a 
real treat, leaving wheels high. This is one super-sano coupe. 


In spite of local weather fore- 
casts, the 13th Annual Holley 
NHRA Hot Rod Reunion in 
Bowling Green turned out to 
be “lucky 13,” as most of the 
rain stayed away from historic 
Beech Bend Raceway Park. 
Over the three-day event, the 
track was only wet for about 
six hours, and the great crew at 
Beech Bend handled the job of 
getting the track ready and the 
races completed. 

This event has earned a 
reputation as a must- attend 
event for thousands of East 
Coast hot rodders, and this 
year it appeared there were 
more nostalgia race cars on 
hand than ever before. There is 
something for everyone at the 
reunion. Hot rods, muscle cars, 
and customs of every descrip- 
tion fill the grass show fields, 
while the swap meet adjoins the 
long pit area. Its a great place to 
check out some cool cars and 
scrounge for parts between race 
rounds. 

Behind the dragstrip start- 
ing line is a small paved oval 


racetrack filled with static dis- 
plays of historically significant 
race cars. Many of these cars 
are still owned by the original 
builders, or the original drivers 
and builders are on hand to tell 
the history of the cars. There is 
also an autograph tent where 


you could have met this years 
Grand Marshal Gordon Collett, 
along with honorees Ron Hope, 
Chase Knight, Ron Leek, Roy 
Steffey, Dale Moody, and Sam 
Jones. Its a great opportunity to 
speak firsthand with pioneers 
of drag racing and learn the 


real history of the cars in the 
process. 

The Grand Marshal and 
honorees were front and center 
at the Friday Hot Rod Reunion 
Reception, followed by a mini 
Cacklefest in front of the host 
hotel. Half a dozen Top Fuel 
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PICK YOUR BATTLES 


PICK YOUR BATTLES: 

Gassers are based on light- 
weight cars, and the Henry J 
and less common Allstate are 
definitely light cars. With 468 
ci under the hood, the Battle & 
Reid car should be ready to do 
battle. 


STREET & STRIP: Not all the gassers were on the track. Mike lannazzo’s mile-high Bel Air spent the 
weekend on the grass, but when you hear this ’55 run you know it’s the real deal. 


cars fired off to end the Friday 
evening activities. 

The big news on Saturday 
was the upset win in Top Fuel. 
After dominating the class 
for the past two years, Tony 
Bartone went down in the final 
round against Bill Dunlap in 
the High Speed Motorsports 
dragster. “Upset” maybe too 
strong a word, since the High 
Speed Motorsports team is 
no stranger to winning at 
Bowling Green. It was a classic 
East versus West final, and 
the West Coast team put the 
East Coast boys on the trailer 
with a winning time of 5.733 
at251.95mph. 

The event traditionally ends 
Saturday evening with the giant 
Cacklefest, when the night air 
is filled with flames, fumes, and 
noise only a mass firing of Top 
Fuelers can emit. By ending on 
Saturday, many folks are able to 
be home for Fathers Day 

While we didn’t do the offi- 
cial math, it seemed like there 
was a larger Top Fuel field this 
year, and it appeared the overall 
race car count was at an all-time 
high. Throw in a couple jet 
exhibition cars, a wheelstander, 
and great wheel-to-wheel rac- 
ing, and it is no mystery why 
the Holley NHRA Hot Rod 
Reunion is such a huge success 
every year. We 11 be back again 
next year, as this event is just 
too good to miss. 

—GERRY BURGER 



LITTLE BLACK BOX: Brandon 
Hibdon nailed it with this 
simple black ’50 Ford. Frenched 
headlights, ’57 Caddy caps, 
and shaved door handles keep 
things clean and simple on 
this shoebox. Under the hood 
a small-block Ford provides 
ample power. 



GAS & CLASS COMBO: Back in the day, race cars were generally hauled on open trailers with a wide 
variety of tow vehicles. Michael Neal chose his ’56 Chrysler to haul his Topolino from Windsor Walls, 
Mississippi. Who would’ve imagined back then that Fiat would someday own Chrysler, and not the 
other way around? 
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RODDIN’JCENE 



HIGH ON SPEED 



HIGH ON SPEED: Bill Dunlap emerged from this burnout 
victorious as the High Speed Motorsports team managed to topple 
Tony Bartone in the Top Fuel finals. The team worked hard all 
weekend to get to the top. 


IN THE RAW: Rich Linder decided that rather than buff, he’d 
simply leave his hammered '49 in the buff. After all, he had nothing 
to hide. The bare metal beauty has gorgeous proportions, and the 
Sombrero hubcaps are spot on. 



BREATHLESS: Larry and 
Nancy Morton hauled their 
’33 Willys coupe down from 
Canada for the Hot Rod 
Reunion. Under that scoop, 347 
inches of Mouse motor propel 
the gasser. 

A TRUE CHAMPION: Just the 
three words “Champion Speed 
Shop” conjure up thoughts of 
dragsters of every size and 
description. The current steed 
is this canopied slingshot that 
embodies the spirit of every rail 
that came before it. 

ON THE TRAILER: We moved 
in for a closer look at the Neal 
Fiat. The car is ’60s period 
perfect, with flake and fish 
scales, gold leaf, and white 
zoomies. We also noticed the 
nice lightweight trailer hooked 
to the Chrysler. 
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AN AUSTIN BY MORRIS: The A-40 Austin was a small British car. 
While it may have been designed for economy, today, in hot rod 
circles, they are best known for traveling a quarter-mile at a time. 
This street-going gasser is the work of Billy Morris from the great 
gasser state of Ohio. 


SCENE ^ 
AT THE BOWLING 
GREEN HOT ROD 
\ REUNION y 

(CONT’D) /Y 


TWISTED TRIBUTE: The 

legend and lore of the fastback 
Nova is a discussion that 
continues today, with a clouded 
history from when Bill Thomas 
first built the cars. This tribute 
car was built in memory of the 
famed Huston Platt. 


TEXAS TWO-STEP: We’re not sure which we like more, Jack 
Chisenhall’s recently discovered and restored San Antonio Speed 
Shop AA/FD, or his very cool candy green ’59 El Camino. As a team 
they make a real ’60s statement. 
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THE < \Cl LELINE 








SCENE 


AT THE BOWLING 
GREEN hot rod 
REUNION 

X (CONT’D) 


LAST IN LINE: By the early 
70s the rear-engine dragster 
had established itself. This car 
was Gary “Mr. C” Cochran’s last 
fuel dragster. He continued to 
drive for years after, but this 
was the last Top Fuel car he 
owned. It put on quite a show. 


GLOWING ZOOMIES: If that sounds like something lurking in the dark, you’re right. The Don Bowman 
fueler was producing great fire through those red-hot headers. The car is beautifully restored. 


THE TIME WAS 1969: With 
Roger Clayton behind the 
wheel, the Fox & Hulls Top Fuel 
dragster was campaigned in 
the late ’60s and early 70s 
from the Chicago area with 
Don Fox as crew chief. 
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WE DIDN’T INVENT THE WHEEL; 



WE MADE IT A 


The word Classic has been delmed as a refined, harmonious 
style Thai has lasting significance and enduring design. You have 


probably heard the saying that styles come and go, but classics 
never die, Inspired by the past and designed for the future, 
Rocket Racing Wheat* is a brand reminiscent d Ihe 1960s and 
the golden age of Detroit automotive performance. 


Rgcket fm * 


NOW 


~w 

■ I r 




Featured Wheel 


Also Available 

Rocket eoosTfR Rocket Rocket srum Rocket Fuei ■ ufr 


Available in Chrome, 
Fly per Shot, Hyper 
Silver, Cray 


Available in 
Polished, Gray, 
As Cast, RPM7 


Available in 
Polished, As Cast 


Available in 
Chrome, Polished, 
Gray 


Pictured w/RPM7 Custom Finish 

Available in As Cast, Gray, RPM7 


Rocket toms* 



Available in 
Polished, Gray, As 
Cast, RPM7 



Rocket Souo 


Available in 
As Cast* Full 
Machined* RPM7 



Rockets 


Available in 
As Cast* Gray, RPM7 


Rocket 800$T£f>6 




Available in 


RACING WHEELS 


Follow Us; 

•l S«a 


Hyper Shot* 1,888,3077525 * www.RocltetflacingWheels,com 
Chrome Renter Locator 1 Dealer Inquiries Welcomed 




• WORDS: DREW HARDIN 
•PICS: WES ALLISON 

• CAR: RICHARD MUNZ 


22 NOVEMBER 2015 HRDELUXE 





Bill Ganahl of South City Rod & Custom was chosen to recreate the Bill Breece coupe, 
due to his building skills as well as extensive experience restoring historic hot rods. 
Though the car has a Brookville body, all the other parts are gennie and period correct 

i r\l— r- l 'll ill- 1 ■ i J_| I. r _i _i ■ i. 11 n:n u-n_ ■ _ 


for a 1955 build. “Sometimes I was on the phone for days doing research,” Bill says. “This 
was a totally different kind of build than a new hot rod or custom.” 


RE-CREATION. 

o&thern California hot rodders tend to get a little provincial 
akb their hobby. Rodding was born in SoCal, so the story goes, 
dnalmost all of roddings pioneers and innovators set up shop 
aft World War II in our sunny climes. 

uFns out that’s a pretty narrow view of roddings early years. 

The was plenty of pioneering and innovation going on in other 
pterof the country. 


Lets take Bill Breece as an example. As a teenager in mid-1950s 
Ohio, he built an Olds-powered ’32 three-window coupe in his 
garage that was stunning in its presentation at the time: a colorful, 
gleaming work of hot rodding art that could hold its own at any 
car show in the nation. Yet it was far more than just a show car. 
Despite its rich purple paintjob, its white and pink (!) upholstery, 
and all the shining plate and polish from the firewall forward, 
Breece’s Deuce was a runner. He raced the car locally, and then not 
so locally, driving it west in 1955 to the inaugural NHRA national 
drags in Great Bend, Kansas. He won a class trophy at the race’s 
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> This is how the Breece coupe looked 
when it was displayed at the 75th 
anniversary celebration at the 2007 Grand 
National Roadster Show. It’s no wonder 
its new owner, Richard Munz, didn't 
recognize this as the same car until its 
show board came out. Breece started the 
transformation in 1957; work was finished 
by subsequent owners over the years. 


show, and then kept heading West, until he reached California, 
won another trophy at the Motorama, and had Von Dutch stripe 
his cars dashboard. Eric Rickman photographed the car in Octo- 
ber 1955, and it appeared on the cover and inside the Aug. ’56 
issue of HOT ROD. 

This teenager from Ohio — not Los Angeles, Burbank, or Pasa- 
dena — created a chopped Deuce coupe so handsome in its execu- 
tion that it has since become an icon. It was recognized as one of 
the 75 most significant ’32 Fords during that models 75th anniver- 
sary in 2007. 

Those standout Deuces gathered that year for a special display 
in Building 9 at the Grand National Roadster Show Longtime col- 
lector Richard Munz brought two of them out from his stable in 
Madison, Wisconsin, the Neal East and Tommy Foster roadsters. 
Sharing the transporter with his cars was a ’32 he didn’t recognize, 
a chopped and channeled, full-fendered three-window. 

Intrigued, he asked the transport driver where the car came 
from. Milwaukee was the answer. The owner was not coming to 
the show — had health issues — so the truck driver had to roll the 


car into the building. He told Munz the car might be for sale. 

With that, Munz started making phone calls and soon discov- 
ered the owner was a Milwaukee Lincoln Mercury dealer named 
Dewey Cherek. Turns out he was related to a Leonard Cherek, 
who did a lot of drywall work for Munz. After a short conversation 
and a wire transfer of funds, Munz became the coupes new owner. 

He walked into Building 9 and found NHRA Museum Curator 
Greg Sharp and journalist and rodding historian Ken Gross stand- 
ing next to his new acquisition, giving the car a close once-over. 
“What do you think?” Munz asked them. “We think it’s changed a 
lot,” came the answer. As if on cue, the car’s showboard came out, 
with the photo of a young Ohioan sitting in a purple coupe with 
pink and white upholstery And Munz realized he was the new 
owner of what was — and, yet, still is — the Bill Breece coupe. 

It’s taken Munz a while to figure out the coupe’s evolution, but 
apparently it didn’t stay in its HRM cover car form for very long. In 
1957, Breece decided he wanted a channeled hot rod and started 
the process of cutting up his Deuce. He was a skilled bodyman, 
but his pace on the car was slow, and he wound up selling it in the 


> Eric Rickman photographed Breece’s coupe in October 1955, providing lots of reference material for the re-creation. “We don’t know 
what influenced him. He sort of built the car in a vacuum, being back in Ohio,” Bill Ganahl says of Breece. “He did his own thing. The vent 
windows— nobody put vent windows in a '32 three-window. He converted the original '32-style drag-link steering to a cross-steer setup 
using '48 Ford steering components. No one did that.” 




> Bill Ganahl 
believes Breece 
must have had a 
'52 Olds donor car, 
as the engine, along 
with the dashboard, 
steering column, 
and steering wheel, 
are straight out 
of a late-model 
Oldsmobile. Fora 
time Breece drag 
raced the car with 
a single four-barrel 
carburetor before 
mounting the 
Edmunds dual- 
quad manifold and 
twin Olds carbs. 



> Sourcing a 303-inch Olds engine for the recreation was one of the project's easier tasks. “The motor I found for Munz is actually the 
original motor out of the Lepesh '41 pickup that I built,” says Bill. The pickup wound up with a small-block Chevy, and its owner, Dave 
Pozzi, agreed to part with the Olds mill once Bill convinced him it was going to a good home. 
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> Like all the other 
parts on the car, 
those are gennie 
Edmunds valve 
covers. “It’s tough 
to find Edmunds 
valve covers that 
are good enough 
quality for a show 
car,” Bill admits. 
“We went through 
a couple of pairs 
that weren’t good 
enough. Same 
with the intake 
manifold. That 
stuff is really hard 
to find if you want 
it to work as well 
as look good.” 




> Breece’s mounting the brake booster up on the firewall “was 
ahead of its time,” says Bill. “Those boosters were right out of 
early T-birds. Hot rodders used them into the 70s until boosters 
were available in modern form, but they were always put under 
the chassis.” And the “Hands Off” sign? Breece put it there to 
keep smudgy fingers off his car, but also to cover a hole where 
the booster was first mounted. “It's one of the first things I had 
made,” says Bill. “It’s one of the defining features of the car.” 



Breece built the car’s front 
suspension using a 2 1 /Hnch 
dropped ’32 axle, a ’32 spring, ’40 
Ford spindles, and Rambler shock 
absorbers. 



> When he couldn’t find genuine speed parts, Bill had to fabricate 
the parts himself. “You have to keep the end game in mind,” he says. 
“If you’re chroming something, it has to be perfectly metal finished.” 



> Brizio’s Jack Stratton helped Bill rough out the chassis in Brizio’s 
shop. Comparing the two front suspension photos shows some 
of the improvements Bill and Jack made to the original design. 

The location of the shock mounts was moved to improve travel. 
Framerails are gennie ’32s. 
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early 1980s as an unfinished project — the channeled and sectioned 
body sitting on an aftermarket frame with Jaguar suspension bits 
and a big-block Chevy where the Olds mill used to be. 

The car passed through several owners, and other changes were 
made. Fortunately, some of the cars distinctive original pieces — the 
Olds dash, Chrysler window cranks, a license plate — traveled with 
the car, despite all its other modifications. John Stimac, who bought 
the car in the mid- 1980s from a guy named Bubba, was told he had 
an “interesting car,” Munz said, and eventually learned of the Breece 
provenance. And so the lineage traveled with the car through a cou- 
ple more changes of hands until Munz made his deal with Cherek. 

But now Munz was faced with a quandary. As it sat, the car was 
unrecognizable as the Breece coupe. Yet trying to return the car to 
its former state seemed nearly impossible. So much would have to 
change that thered be little left of the original car. 

“I got lots of suggestions,” Munz said. “Do this, do that. But I 
really felt the chapter on the car closed at the 75th anniversary with 
it looking like it is.” So he decided to leave the car alone. 

And yet. . .he still had those original parts that had come with the 
car after all these years. So an idea began to form, of re-creating the 
coupe in its 1955-’56 state. Munz floated the idea by rodding jour- 
nalist Pat Ganahl, who suggested that his son, Bill, take on the task. 

What sounds like a glaring case of nepotism isn’t. Bill Ganahl 
spent years working in Roy Brizios shop, learning the rod building 
trade and honing a keen sense of rodding history. He became the 
go-to guy at Brizios when a period restoration— the Sam Barris 
Merc, Ala Kart, Jack Calori coupe— came through the door. By 
the time Munz was thinking about building a new Breece coupe, 
Bill had started his own shop, South City Rod & Custom. He, too, 



> Why did Bill Breece stitch his interior using white and pink vinyl? 
“He was a small dude but he must have had big old balls,” laughs 
Bill Ganahl. “Who knows? Purple, pink and white, he definitely 
thought out of the box.” 



> Chris Plante, who “does all the interiors of cars done at my shop,” says Bill, painstakingly recreated the right hues of pink and 
white for the vinyl interior. Note how tall the seat cushion is in the original car. Breece’s small stature allowed his legs to fit under the 
big Olds dash with that tall seat. Richard Munz is much taller, so Bill had to reshape the seat “quite a bit. “I wanted to stay true to the 
original, but I can’t make an undriveable car.” 
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> Breece used a narrowed ’52 Olds dash in his coupe, a massive 
piece of metal “that must weigh close to 100 pounds,” says Bill. 
Among the changes Breece made to the dash was molding in 
the clock and compass. 


was in favor of building a new car rather than trying to fashion the 
channeled coupe into something it would never be again. 

Bill is careful in describing what this car is, and isn’t. Its not a 
clone. Not a tribute. Its a re-creation, fashioned around the same 
Olds dash Breece put in his car 60 years ago. Its envelope is a 
Brookville repop body, but the rest of the car is built using period- 
correct gennie parts. Parts that took months to find and recondi- 
tion before they could go on the car. 

Luckily, the Breece coupe was well documented in 1955, so Bill 
had a guide to follow. But still, getting the top chop just right, fash- 
ioning the vent windows and aluminum running boards where 
there were none, re-creating all the “gingerbread” on that Olds 
engine, took a remarkable level of craft and dedication. 



> This is the very same dash that was in the original coupe; Bill Ganahl essentially built the re-creation around it. Good as Breece’s 
handiwork was back in 1955, “it wasn’t up to the standards of a car you’re going to debut at the Grand National Roadster Show,” Bill says. 
So he stripped it, took out the old lead, and fixed the corners, transitions, and the fit of the glovebox. 



> One area Bill Ganahl didn’t exactly copy the original coupe is 
in the trunk. The upholstery is dead-nuts on, but Bill used a more 
traditional trunklid release mechanism instead of the screw jack 
Bill Breece installed in his. 



> The steering column and wheel are also out of a ’52 Olds. The 
dash had been modified to take a different steering column drop, 
so Bill had to rework it to accept a ’52 Olds drop again. 
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. . .a pure and simple selection 
for any hot rod since 1977. 


Proudly designed and manufactured in 


Awarded NSRA 
Manufacturer of 
the Year 


Awarded HRIA 
Business of 
the Year 


classicinstruments.com | 826 Moll Dr., Boyne City, Ml 49712 








> Richard Munz provided us this photo of Bill Breece racing his 
coupe in 1954 at the first World Series of Drag Racing at the Half Day 
Speedway in Laurenceville, Illinois. Note the car is painted, but the 
Olds engine is equipped with a single carb, and the pink and white 
interior is not visible inside the car. 

Along the way Bill took some liberties, made some improve- 
ments to Breece’s original handiwork. The car sits a little lower in 
front thanks to smaller tires. The front shocks are mounted differ- 
ently to give them more travel, and the rear axle is hung with ’36 
Ford radius rods rather than the angle iron Breece used. Since its 
not an absolute clone destined for the Pebble Beach lawn, Bill also 
didn’t slavishly replicate every single detail. The trunk doesn’t open 
with a screw jack, for example, and those aren’t Rambler shocks. 

“But the car is darn close,” Bill says. “I took it to a more literal 
restoration than Richard ever anticipated. It’s those kinds of details 
that make or break a history car.” 




> In 1955, Bill Breece jumped into his coupe and drove it from 
Ohio to the first NHRA Nationals in Kansas. We couldn't find any 
photos of Breece racing at Great Bend, but we did find this shot 
of him in the pits. 



> Once Bill finished all the metalwork on the body— chopping the roof, bobbing the rear fenders, building the running boards, doing the 
“reverse trenching” of the Pontiac taillights— painter Joe Compani worked closely with him to replicate the coupe’s Passionate Purple color. 
“It’s a different color in every picture,” Bill says of the original car. “Everybody thinks they know what color the car is, but no one knows what 
the color was.” Bill and Joe got a huge assist in formulating the proper color when Bill discovered some of the original paint oversprayed on a 
glovebox hinge bracket. D 
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Mollify and Rodify. 

Summit Racing has the right mix of high-performance parts, 
restoration and OE replacement parts, bodywork supplies, 
paint, tools, accessories, and more so you can achieve the 
results you’re after. So modify, stylize, or revitalize. 

We can dig it. 
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12 Series 
Smoothie Wheels 






Vintage Looks! 

Keyword: 1/1/1 // 12 Series Smoothie 


as low as / $160.00 each 


as low as / $1,454.48 kit 


as low as / $289.97 each 


as low as / $59.97 each 



on orders over $991 
Details at SummjtRadne.com 
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376 C.I.D. Engine Assembly 

525 HP/489 Lb.-Ft. of Torgue! 

Keyword: NAL LS3 525 


NAL-19301360 I $7,699.97 each 




Make Your Restoration Easier! 
Keyword: PUI Inner Door 

as low as I $119.97 pair 
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Fuel Tanks 

Vehicle Specific Fit! 

Keyword: TNK Powdercoated 


□ MAUL 
IN TmE 

USA 


as low as / $300.97 each 


Expert Advice Huge Inventory Fast Delivery World-Class Customer Service 


1.800.230.3030 ' Tech: 1.330.630.0240 ' Int i: 1.330.630.0230 

Call by 10 pm EST: In-Stock Parts Shipped That Day! 

n a t SummitRacing. com’ 

Prices good through 11/1/15 • Typographical, description, or photography errors are subject to correction. 
Some parts are not legal for use in California or other states with similar laws/regulations. Please check your state and/or 
local laws/regulations. ©2015 AUTOSALES, INC. SCode: 1511HD 
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> The same, but not the same. Robert Lomas built the black coupe 
following a vision he had for his dream ride, and then replicated— 
but did not clone— the coupe for Mark Woodhatch. “I didn’t want 
to clone it. It’s boring to build an identical car,” says Robert. 
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OPPOSITES. 

Imitation, they say, is the sincerest form of flattery Which is 
why Robert Lomas owns not one, but two chopped and chan- 
neled, Cadillac-powered ’34 Ford coupes. Well, one and a half, 
actually. We 11 get to that in a bit. 

Robert, a bodyman by trade, has been hopping up cars for 
years. During that time he has owned several hot rods, but 
they were bought as finished or nearly finished cars. They 
were his, but not really his. So he decided to change that. In 
2002 he traded a five- window ’34 project car for a bare 
’34 three-window body that the Kennedy Brothers had 
at their shop. “It wasn’t in bad shape,” he remembers. 
“Some dings and dents, but no major rot.” 

Roberts plan was to take parts and pieces off of 
some of his other cars and build a hot rod to his taste, 
one that was truly his own. “Put all the good things 
into one car,” as he says. For instance, the coupes 
body had been chopped, “but it was the typical street 
rod 3 -inch chop,” says Robert. “I wanted it chopped 
more, with the posts leaned back.” 

The channel he devised was something of a wedge 
shape — dropped 5 inches over the frame in front, but 
tapering to zero at the back of the body. That frame is origi- 
nal, and Robert worked hard to use just original or period- 
correct parts throughout this ’50s-themed hot rod. 

When it was time to choose an engine for the car, Robert 
realized his flathead days were over. “I wanted something 
more powerful and more reliable.” And so he chose “instant 
horsepower,” a 331 -inch ’49 Cadillac mill. It was machined 
at the original Evans Speed Shop in El Monte, California, 
and then Robert assembled the engine as a fairly mild build: 
hydraulic cam, ported and polished heads, Offenhauser three- 
pot intake with Stromberg 97s, and a Mallory ignition. It’s 
backed by a ’37 LaSalle transmission, a rare piece he found at 
the LA Roadsters’ Father’s Day show swap meet. He took it to 
Four C’s Transmission Specialty in Santa Fe Springs, where 
Julian made sure it was in working order. 
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> Robert enlisted the help of longtime rodder and Halibrand 
expert Dave Enmark to set up the quick-change in his black coupe. 
Enmark was one of several old-school rodders who helped Robert 
realize his dream coupe. 

To keep the Caddy cool Robert wanted to use an original Ford 
radiator. “I don’t like using aftermarket radiators,” he explains. “I 
just don’t like the way they look.” So he leaned on the old-school 
skills of Gonzalo Guzman of Guzman Radiator in El Monte to cut 
down the big cooler to fit in the trimmer dimensions of the chan- 
neled rod. 

As with the radiator, a stock grille shell was just too high to fit 
the car’s proportions. Robert managed to find an old aftermarket 
shell “that was so cheesy, it was an inch shorter than the stock 
grille. I bought it from a gentleman who was trying to use it on a 
stock car but he couldn’t make it fit. It turned out to be a J.C. Whit- 
ney grille from the ’50s.” Cheesy or no, that missing inch made all 
the difference in the grille’s fit. 

Two years after he bought the bare body from the Kennedys, 
Robert’s low-slung black coupe was ready to hit the road. It was 
an immediate hit, so much so that he constantly got offers to buy 
the car. He wasn’t interested in selling, but he did strike a deal 
with one potential buyer, a Brit who lives in France named Mark 
Woodhatch. 

“If he couldn’t have my car, Mark wanted a car that looked like 
mine, sat like mine,” says Robert. “So I agreed to build one like 
mine, and we’d be co-owners of the car.” 


> The ’49 Caddy is a fairly mild build, says Robert, which is fine 
given the engine’s torquey nature. The grille shell is a J.C. Whitney 
catalog item from the ’50s that is an inch shorter than stock. Not 
great if you’re restoring a car, but perfect for a channeled rod. 




> It’s not easy 
to get a stock 
seat frame to fit 
in a channeled 
car. That's why 
Robert fabricated 
a custom seat 
frame for his 
coupe. Steering 
column is from a 
’39 Ford, “smooth 
since it had no 
column shift,” 
says Robert. 
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As the two talked about the build, they realized a strict clone 
would be “boring,” Robert says, “so in some ways its the opposite 
of my car.” 

Since Roberts coupe was black, the pair decided the new car 
would be a vintage Ford ivory color. And while the new car would 
also be Caddy powered, Robert and Mark decided to cover it with 
a hood. Otherwise the roof chop would be similar, as would the 
channel job. Robert even found another J.C. Whitney grille shell 
to put on this car, though by the time he was looking for the sec- 
ond one, word had gotten out about how well they fit channeled 
hot rods so the prices had gone up, as had their scarcity. He spent 
nearly two years hunting for one. 

This car is gennie Ford steel too, a body he found back east 
via the Internet. It had been a hot rod but the roof hadn’t been 


chopped, so Robert repeated the job as best he could. “It was hard 
to duplicate, even with my car right there.” 

The Caddy engine, a ’52 model this time, was an amazing find: 
a crate motor that a Santa Paula farmer had bought to power a 
spraying rig. He passed away, and the engine sat in his barn. “The 
only way I found it was because I misspelled ‘Cadillac’ with one 
T when I did the eBay search,” Robert remembers. “Back then 
eBay didn’t automatically fix spelling, so since the seller misspelled 
Cadillac too, the engine came up.” 

Because the engine had been sitting for so long, Robert had Tom 
Branch freshen it before putting any speed parts on. He traded a 
flathead block to Marion Bledsoe for the Edelbrock intake, and 
mounted Stromberg 48s this time, as he’s had issues with the 97s 
not sending enough air and fuel to the thirsty Caddy in his black 
car. The white coupe also has a ’37 LaSalle transmission, over- 
hauled by Julian at Four C’s. 

As much work as it took to chop and channel this car, Robert 
says it was even harder to get the hood to fit. “I have more hours 
in the hood than the whole damn car,” he laughs— now, anyway. 

It’s an original hood that he had to reshape in every direction. “On 
a channeled car the dimensions change on every corner — around 
the cowl, around the laid-back grille. It was worse than chopping.” 

That kind of time-consuming handiwork, as well as time spent 
checking in with Mark about build details, caused the coupe’s con- 
struction to stretch for four years — twice as long as it took to build 
the first one. But the results are spectacular. And we couldn’t think 
of a better way to show off these not-quite-opposites than to evoke 
their period with rich black and white photography executed per- 
fectly by Tim Sutton. 

> The engine-turned gauge cluster, which 
Robert had in another car, is filled with 
Stewart-Warner wing gauges. 



ifc * 


> When Robert finished the coupe, the first thing he did was drive it over to show Enmark. “He gave me a thumbs up, and when 
he did that, I knew I did good.” 



fturofcNifl 
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> The two biggest differences between the coupes 
are their color and the hood on the white car. Robert 
figures he spent more hours fitting that hood than 
doing the rest of the car’s bodywork. 



> This car also runs a Caddy, but it’s a ’52 model that Robert found as a crate engine. He had Tom Branch freshen the motor 
before adding the speed parts since it had been sitting in a barn for years. 
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> Both coupes are fitted with similar front end components: 
Dropped ’34 axles, split ’36 Ford wishbones, ’40 Ford juice brakes, 
’48 Ford truck steering, ’40 Ford wheels. There’s a little less bling 
on the white car, as the plate didn’t go as well with the pale paint 
as it does against black. 



> This car, too, sports a ’50s vintage J.C. Whitney aftermarket 
grille. But by the time he went looking for this one for the second 
car, word had spread about how well it fit channeled cars and so 
they were even harder to find. And it cost about the same as the 
real thing. 



> S-W gauges fill the instrument cluster out of a Jeep Willys 
truck— turned upside down so the gauges would taper up. 



> Instead of fabricating a seat frame, this time Robert found a ’34 
Ford four-door front seat pan would work as the foundation for the 
bench seat. “Mark didn’t want much upholstery, so I did everything 
detailed in black,” says Robert. 



For both cars, Robert split a ’36 Ford banjo axle to fit quick-change 
centersections. While the black car got a Halibrand, the white car received a 
Rodsville quick-change set up by The Hot Rod Works. Rear wheels are from a ’48 
Ford truck; these repop Firestones are from Coker. 
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> Robert did all the bodywork, built and finished the chassis, and laid on the paint on both coupes. The black car was painted in his garage, 
which didn’t sit well with his neighbors. So Raul at Big Guys Auto Body in San Fernando generously loaned Robert his spray booth when it 
came time to paint the white car. 




Now that the white coupe is finished, Robert’s 
next project is a ’57 Chevy 150. “Yeah, my friends 
can’t understand why I’m building a Chevy,” he 
says. “But I just like old cars, period. I like the 
NASCAR look of the’50s, so I’m building it like that 
with early Corvette running gear.” 


> Robert also plans to resurrect his custom 1953 Ford, a car 
he’s had since high school. It, too, runs a Cadillac engine, this 
time with a Hydramatic transmission. C 
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A deep black finish brings out the smooth lines of this 
beautiful '33 coupe. It’s what drew in Don Nicita and made him 
want the car, even though it wasn’t for sale, per se. Stance is 
a combination of a 4-inch drop up front, while 2-inch lowering 
blocks get the rear to sit just right with a light rake. 


UPGRADE. : V. 

was loving life cruising to the local car shows in his fiberglass- 
bodied three-window Ford. Don had spent nearly a decade slowly 
but steadily working to get the car just the way he wanted and was 
finally enjoying the fruits of his labor. However, little by little Don 
was coming to the realization that the plastic Ford body was just 
not for him anymore. He really wanted some original Henry Ford 
steel to crown his beautifully built hot rod chassis. So Don kept his 
eye out for a genuine, steel, three-window coupe body 

One night, he drove his hot rod over to a local cruise-in, just a 
few miles from his home. Once there, he noticed a sweet ’32 he had 
never seen before at the meet. He sidled up to the rod and checked 
it out thoroughly. With that, he then decided to look for the owner, 
which turned out to be an easier task than expected since there was 
only one man, a gentleman of about 80 years young, who he had 
never seen before at this particular cruise night. 

He was right in his deduction. The man, longtime rodder Andy 
Buber, was the owner of the ’32. Don got right down to brass tacks: 
He told Andy he was interested in purchasing a ’32 steel body for 
his hot rod, and wondered if he knew of any for sale in the area. 
Though this ’32 was not for sale, he did know of a local collector 
with several cars that fit that description, and thus offered Don a 
meeting with the third party 

Though that get-together didn’t work out for Don, nice guy 
Andy let him check out his own personal stash of hot rods. The 
first car he showed him was a ’36 five-window coupe. Andy men- 
tioned that he bought it after the war — the Korean War! With 
more than 60 years together, there was an epic amount of history 
between man and machine. 

But it was the next car that really grabbed Don’s interest, a ’33 
coupe that Andy had owned for the better part of 45 years. Sadly, 
he was having issues driving it due to the canted design of the hot 
rod’s floor. 

Don looked over the ’33 thoroughly The Ford was in decent 
condition and looked like it had not seen much time on the road 
in the past few decades. Don figured that with a little elbow grease, 
the three-window could be a looker in no time flat. 

Then Don decided to check out under the hood. Prepared to see 
a typical hot rod motor between the rails, he was surprised at what 
was actually powering this pre-war ride. Nestled up front between 
the rails was a complete 351 Cleveland. Andy told him the Ford 
powerplant was installed back in the early ’70s after he purchased 
the remains of a then-late-model Mustang. It was not your typical 
choice of engine for an early Blue Oval, but to its credit the engine 
was in good condition, ran well, and had only 19,000 miles on 
the clock. Not only that, another bright spot was that it wasn’t just 
another 302, or a Windsor. It was a Cleveland, which gave the ’33 
instant street cred. 

Don was plenty interested and asked Andy if he would ever sell 
the car. There was a possibility; if Andy could find a ’47 Ford that 
piqued his interest, he would offer the car to Don. Making sure 
they weren’t wasting each other’s time, they agreed on a price right 
there, though the ’33 wasn’t “really for sale”. . .yet. 

Andy contacted Don a few days later and told him he had found 
a car of interest, and if the sale was approved, the ’33 would be his 
for the agreed-upon price. Lucky for Don, the deal was consum- 
mated and the ’33 was destined for Don’s garage. 

Don immediately spent the money necessary to get the ’33 road- 
worthy. All fluids and belts were changed, and the ride height was 
fixed with a set of lowering blocks out back, to help even the rake 
(there was a 4-inch drop up front). A set of steelies and new tires 
were placed on the corners, and the old black lacquer was buffed 
out. A ’33 seat was sourced to replace the ’32 piece that came in the 
interior. With that, the car was roadworthy and ready to become a 
local head snapper. 
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> A couple of modifications 
were made to the 351 to get it 
to fit in the Ford’s engine bay. 
The exhaust manifold had to be 

> In the early 70s, Andy bought the totaled carcass of a 71 Mustang and jacked its powerplant for cut and modified to fit. Since 

the ’33. Though not a typical means of motivation for your basic hot rod build, the 351 Cleveland is Andy was a skilled welder, the 

more than potent enough to propel the lightweight Ford down the road with some gas-driven gusto. work executed is flawless. 



The Coupe’s History 

Past owner Andy Buber was a skilled tradesman and a certified 
welder. He picked up the ’33 after contacting someone about a ’32 
back in the late ’60s. When the owner decided not to sell the Deuce, 
he received instead a lead on this ’33. He purchased the car for $400, 
a price that included the original frame. From its condition and the 
obvious modifications done to the body, he could tell it had been a 
race car, probably during the ’50s. Among the interesting alterations 
that gave its race heritage away were the twin hydraulic cylinders 
mounted on the firewall, probably for the clutch and braking sys- 
tem used on early drag cars. 

It had been run with Olds power and had an Olds rearend when 
he purchased it. The car also sat back on the frame, giving room 
for the big GM motor, which Don credits for saving the firewall 
from modification. A small alteration to the rumble seat floor had 
also been made to fit the Olds rear. It was quickly remedied and 
brought back to stock specifications by Andy. 

The old-time hot rodder did all his own work on the car, includ- 
ing sandblasting, bodywork, and spraying on lacquer paint. Last 
but not least, he obtained an original grille for the newly rejuve- 
nated ’33 for the price of a case of beer. Those were the days. ... 



> The understated steel wheels match the hue of the hot rod’s 
interior. It’s a design cue Don came up with and executed nicely. 
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When he first put 
together the hot rod, 
Andy was able to swap 
a case of beer for this 
gennie '33 grille. You’d 
need some pretty 
spendy suds to pull 
that off today. 
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> When Don bought the Ford, it had a ’32 seat stuck in the cockpit. One of the first things he did was source a correct ’33 bench seat for 
the car. The interior is covered in a beautiful genuine tuck 'n’ roll for a true nostalgic look. One break from tradition is the wool carpet, 
sourced from Mercedes-Benz. 
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QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES 
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air compressor 
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other discount 


or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount | 
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t Hook and Chain 
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Weighs 
77 lbs. 
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MIG-FLUX 
WELDING CART 

Welder and accessories 
sold separately. 

LOT 69340 shown 
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LOT 62535 
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• 600 Stores Nationwide 

• HarborFreight.com 800-423-2567 


• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed • No Hassle Return Policy 

• Over 25 Million Satisfied Customers • Lifetime Warranty on ah Hand mms 


How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 
at the LOWEST Prices? 


We have invested millions of 
dollars in our own state-of-the-art 
quality test labs and millions more 
in our factories, so our tools will go 
toe-to-toe with the top professional 
brands. And we can sell them for 
a fraction of the price because we 
cut out the middle man and pass 
the savings on to you. It’s just that 
simple! Come visit one of our 
600 Stores Nationwide. 
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■ LIMIT 1 - Save 20% on any one item purchased at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. ‘Cannot be used with other discount, coupon, gift cards, Inside Track Club 
membership, extended service plans or on any of the following: compressors, generators, tool 

I storage or carts, welders, floor jacks, Towable Ride-On Trencher, Saw Mill (Item 61712/62366/67138), 
Predator Gas Power Items, open box items, in-store event or parking lot sale items. Not valid on 
_ prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with original receipt. Non-transferable. 
| Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/18/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 
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REG. PRICE 

$ 279.99 
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SAVE 
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NITRILE GLOVES 
PACK OF 100 
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• 5 mil. thickness 
YOUR CHOICE! 

$649 

REG. PRICE $ 11.99 

IIIIIII R!l II IINIIIIIIIIillll llll HI 


LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarbqrFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannotbe used with other discount ( I LIMIT 4 " Good . at our stores °, r HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. CannoUe i 


urchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
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WITH WIRELESS 
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Restoration 

Don drove the coupe for about six months before deciding he 
wanted to make it show worthy. He knew it needed a restoration to 
get it cosmetically to where he felt it should be. So the hot rod was 
torn down and stripped to the metal. It was then that two small 
patches in the cars quarters, done by Andy, were uncovered. Since 



> Period Stewart-Warner gauges grace the dash. Some parts of 
the Mustang live on in the interior, including the gas pedal and 
emergency brake. 


they were executed perfectly, they were left alone. No other major 
surgery was needed to get the body up to snuff, as it had spotless 
original floors and was 100 percent rust free. So to finish it off, a 
skin of DuPont two-stage urethane was laid out on the ’33s flanks 
by master bodyman Dennis Brizak of Monroe Township, New 
Jersey. The brilliant black looks a mile thick on the Ford. 

Under the hood, Don decided to keep the Cleveland since it 
was part of the cars history. It also made Dons ’33 stand out in a 
crowd of flatheads and Hemi-powered rods. The 351 was sent out 
to Select Automotive in Milltown, New Jersey, where Norm Carina 
detailed it to 71 specs. It was then that the rebuilder pointed out 
a few alterations Andy had made to the air cleaner and exhaust 
manifold so the Cleveland could fit under the ’33 s snug hood. 

The interior also received a makeover. Don laid out a design that 
was brought to life by Everlast Auto Interiors in Linden, New Jer- 
sey, a family-run business that’s been sewing hot rod interiors since 
1946. The seat was done over in original tuck ’ri roll (not rolls and 
pleats), with 1 ^-inch-wide rolls between stitching. This design was 
continued out to the rumble seat as well. The rug was made out 
of a bolt of Mercedes-Benz wool loop carpeting imported directly 
from Germany. 

Besides the aesthetic changes, the car was kept as original to 
the previous build as possible. The period Stewart-Warner gauges 



46 NOVEMBER 2015 HI 


Don’s restoration was purely 
cosmetic. He kept the original 
parts that previous owner Andy 
Buber installed, and continued 
his vision of what the ’33.should 
be into this final build. 




How to Toll Time like a Man 



Our digital-analog hybrid has two sides... tough and tougher. 
Get it now for an unbelievable $59! 

Y our watch shouldn't cost more than 
your car. It should look and feel like a 
power tool and not a piece of bling. 

Wearing it shouldn't make you think twice 
about swinging a hammer or changing a tire. 

A real man's timepiece needs to be ready for 
anything. But that's just my opinion. If you 
agree, maybe you're ready for the Stauer 
Centurion Hybrid. Use your Exclusive 
Insider Promotional Code below and I'll 
send it to you today for ONLY $59. 

This watch doesn't do dainty. And nei- 
ther do I. Call me old-fashioned, but I want 
my boots to be leather, my tires to be deep- 
tread monsters, and my steak thick and rare. 

Inspiration for a man's watch should come 
from things like fast cars, firefighters and 
power tools. And if you want to talk beauty, 
then let's discuss a 428 cubic inch V8. 


Did I mention the $59 price tag? This 
is a LOT of machine for not a lot of money. 
The Stauer Centurion Hybrid sports a 
heavy-duty alloy body, chromed and 
detailed with a rotating bezel that allows 
you to track direction. The luminous hour 
and minute hands mean you can keep 
working into the night. And the dual digital 
displays give this watch a hybrid ability. The 
LCD windows displays the time, day and 
date, includes a stopwatch function, and 
features a bright green electro-luminescent 
backlight. We previously offered the 
Centurion for $199, but with the exclusive 
promotional code it's yours for ONLY $59! 

No matter what, this watch can keep 

up. Thanks to the Stauer 30-day Money 
Back Guarantee, you've got time to prove it. 
If you're not totally satisfied, return it for a 
full refund of the purchase price. You also 
get a 2-year replacement guarantee on both 
movements. But I have a feeling the only 
problem you'll have is deciding whether to 
keep the Stauer Centurion on your dresser 
or tucked inside your toolbox. 

★ ★★★★ 


Stauer Centurion Hybrid Watch — $4 99 
Promotional Code Price Only $59 

X COQ50 

or two payments of + s&P 

Order now to take advantage of this fantastic low price. 

1 - 800 - 333-2057 


"I work in the surveying and 
construction industry... 

This is my work horse watch 
and I am proud to wear it. " 
— C.S. from Fort Worth , TX 


Your Insider Promotional Code: CNW408-03 

Please use this code when you order to receive your discount. 



Rating of A+ 


Suucr 


14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. CNW408-03 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 WWW. Stauer. COm 


Digital-Analog Hybrid • Dual digital displays • Heavy-duty chromed body • 3 ATM Water Resistant 
LCD windows for time, date and day • Luminous hands • Contrast Stitch Band fits a 7 V4"-9 VV' wrist 


Smart Luxuries — Surprising Prices™ 
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were kept in the dash to help monitor the Mustang powerplant. 
The B&M shifter Andy installed helps get the ’33 into gear. Sus- 
pension was kept as close to Andys wishes as possible, with just 
minor upgrades. The 4-inch drop axle was kept, along with the 
2-inch lowering blocks Don installed to keep the ride height right 
where he wanted it. 

Don understood from the start that some changes hot rods go 
through over the years are important to the ongoing history of the 
car. Many purists might have pulled the mighty Mustang motor 
out and replaced it with something more traditional, or even 
upgraded the performance factor. But Don was wise to keep with 
the timeline of the car, and help keep the history intact. Today, the 
’33 stands out amongst its Blue Oval brethren: a beautiful, sleek, 
understated three-window with a big Blue Oval surprise under 
the hood. 



0096 9^ 7 
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> Andy Buber poses 
with the 33 on the 
day he sold it to Don 
Nicita, ending 45 
vears of ownership. 


“The history of the ’33 is important to me. I made sure 
to make just cosmetic improvements to the original 
build. I worked to retain the way the car looked when it 


was built over 40 years ago. 






— Don Nicita 




> Don’s car had a history of drag racing back in the ’50s and was run with an Olds 
motor and rearend. The body sat back on the frame, and because of that, the metal 
section under the rumble seat had to be modified to fit the GM differential. m 
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^ ■■ You regular readers have heard every 

I editor since 2008 make the claim that 

HOT ROD Deluxes photo-heavy his- 
torical sections have hardly dented the film archive compiled by 
Petersen Publishing Co. Not only that, its still possible to tell the 
story of any racing season either entirely or mostly with worthy 
outtakes not printed in magazines at the time, or since. We 11 prove 
it again by prioritizing unpublished outtakes to illustrate a full year 
in each issue, starting here. 

Whats different about this season-by-season series is an 
expanded scope, restricted neither to a single motorsport (as in 
“The Golden Age of Drag Racing”) nor to one staff photographer 
(“A Year in the Life of Eric Rickman”). Were opening up Power 
Struggles to all forms of motorsports photographed for Petersen 
publications between March 1955 (when the company started 
storing its negatives) and the late 1960s (when racing started 
sucking). Were admittedly biased toward straight-line contests. 

^ . * * 7 ' z ■ 
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Nevertheless, some Stockers, champ cars, and one special Porsche 
have already penetrated that prejudice, with others sure to follow 
as we delve ever deeper into hundreds of thousands of archived 
black-and-white exposures. 

We also love losers. Rather than run or rerun the familiar, highly 
successful cars and drivers who are now easily searchable online, 
were suckers for overlooked nonqualifiers, “first-round runners- 
up,” and the mechanically misfortunate — particularly those whose 
failed experiments were captured on Petersen-issued film. 

Our series title reflects all racers’ common struggle to build 
and apply horsepower better than whomever’s in the next lane, 
or rearview mirror, or record book. Mechanical approaches of 
the ’50s and ’60s were as different and intriguing as today’s “spec” 
machines are cookie-cutter boring. Power Struggles celebrates 
those individual struggles — whether successful or merely spec- 
tacular — that collectively produced the golden age of American 
auto racing. 




> Sixty-nine drivers struggled for space as Darlington's seventh 
Southern 500 got under way with NASCAR’s traditional rolling 
start. Studebakers, Plymouths, Buicks, Dodges, Fords, Hudsons, 
Cadillacs, Pontiacs, Chryslers, Oldsmobiles, and one lonely Nash 
entered, but Chevrolet’s new 265-inch, 195hp V-8 dominated. 
Twenty-four '55 Chevys started. Seven finished in the top 10, 
including Smokey Yunick’s victorious Bel Air, driven by Herb 
Thomas. Those heavy Chrysler 300s are right up front because 
Carl Kiekhaefer’s drivers paced qualifying: Fonty Flock averaged 
112.781 mph, while brother Tim hit 112.041. “These times are 
remarkable,” noted Motor Trend (Nov. ’55), “when one considers 
that the track record in a championship car is held by Bob Sweikert 
at 132.289 mph.” 



> Ouch, that hurts! The facial expressions 
captured by HOT ROD'S Eric Rickman are 
priceless. Colton (California) Drag Strip’s 
starter , Ron Burdette, did the dirty deed. Our 
favorite photo from NHRA’s season opener 
evidently did not impress editor Wally Parks, 
who chose nine different shots in event 
coverage (Aug. ’55 HRM). 




> Few action pictures exist from this kid’s brief, promising, road-racing career, so imagine 
company archivist Thomas Voehringer’s delight, half a century later, at discovering this 
event’s film logged into Petersen's system on Day One (March 27, 1955). The young actor 
was so little known, pending release of his first feature film later that year, 
that the program from the California Sports Car Club’s eighth Palm Springs 
Road Race program lists his first name as Joseph. Six months later, James 
Dean died in his next Porsche, a super-light Spyder, en route to another 
race. Photographer Eric Rickman died in 2009, about a year before this 

unpublished image was identified. 





> Tony Capanna was charged with 
replacing the Offy in Jim Bryan’s AAA- 
champion Dean Van Line Special with this 
Red Ram Hemi. Motor Trend's Indy 500 
coverage (Aug. ’55) called the stock-block 
entry “unmistakably the people’s choice” 
during qualifying, until a spinout spoiled 
Bryan’s final attempt. 


> Here’s an outtake of a shot from the 
same angle that HRM published (June ’55). 
We like this one better because Technical 
Editor Ray Brock (left) and mechanic Jean 
Marcenac are behind the dyno, instead 
of obscuring its cool control panel. More 
than 600 hp was generated by the 183ci, 
Holley-carbed, supercharged Novi V-8 
that Troy Ruttman ran at Indy. 




Another successful racer who’s too often overlooked in listings of female pioneers is 
Helen Root, shown staging her and hubby Bart’s A/V-8 at NHRA’s Colton opener. Known 
for expertly shifting a Mercury gearbox at 6,000-plus rpm, Helen took the C/Street 
Roadster trophy here and nearly repeated at the Nationals, falling in the class final to 
national-record-holder Dale Ham, the future NHRA division director. Helen, Bart, and 
their two kids joined the sano roadster on HRM’s July ’55 cover. 
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> HRM printed only the “before” image in (Aug. ’55) coverage from NHRA’s Redding, 
California, meet. The caption read, in full: “After setting top time of 121.78, LeBlanc dragster 
spun out, folded like paper bag. Belt, helmet, roll bar protected driver.” Even the painted 
face looks spooky. 


> Wally Parks was 
uncharacteristically 
frisky in Denver’s 
winner’s circle. As the 
presenter of a trophy 
inscribed “Trophy 
Queen, NHRA Regional 
Drags, 1955,” he 
enthusiastically reversed 
roles with recipient Mary 
Saunders and issued 
the congratulatory 
kiss. After his body- 
crushing lip lock, 
the NHRA president, 

HOT ROD editor, and 
Petersen editorial 
director returned to 
form— except for what 
appears to be a lipstick 
moustache. 


E This might be Rick’s shakiest shot all season, for obvious 
reasons. Jack Moss got straightened out in time to drive 
around him and take Top Eliminator in Denver, hitting 
120.00 mph with 258 inches of Red Ram Hemi. 
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> This poor fella couldn’t win for losin’. The clutch explosion at 
Kansas City’s NHRA meet ended any chance of a trophy. Worse, 
metal pieces pierced the roof, cowl, hood, and fenders, along 
with his left leg and right wrist. Finally, HOT ROD added insult 
to injury by printing four photos under the headline “Beware of 
Shrapnel” (Oct. ’55), without naming the victim who gamely posed 
for Rickman. These are unpublished outtakes from the same roll 
of film. We can’t see enough of the cropped, chopped coupe to 
positively identify a make and model, but we’re sure that some of 
you smart folks will recognize the dash and respond. 





> The blonde we spotted in HRM’s Oct. ’55 group shot of Sioux 
City trophy winners inspired a search that led to this unpublished 
close-up of Cavalier Motorcycle Club member Sunny Marshall of 
Omaha, Nebraska. Her 30ci Triumph topped the two-wheeled 
A/Stock class. 



> Sorry, we know nothing about the couple or smooth ’40, but 
these kids in Orange, Massachusetts, have waited long enough 
to see themselves in print. (Sixty years ago, this would’ve made a 
killer ad for stylish socks.) 
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> At Bonneville, three flatheads (885 cumulative cubes) and 
two driven axles pulled Roy Leslie to opening day's best speed of 
234 mph. Reoccurring clutch failures trailered the Kenz & Leslie 
streamliner (which would become America’s fastest car in 1957 


at 270.473). The coolest, and presumably fastest, push car of this 
seventh Speed Week was the Denver team’s drag/lakes roadster, 
powered by a Y-block. 
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> Winning NHRA’s Florida regional earned 
Don Garlits his first national ink, but no photo. 
HRM’s coverage is notable for harsh criticism, 
probably penned by editor Parks, of the hosting 
Lake City Airport: “Facilities, arrangements, 
and cooperation were below par.” 

RESULTS 


CLASS ENTXY M.P.M, BODY 1 ENGINE 

STOCK CLASS 


"A 1 Deld Snyder 

64,03 

r 3S Chev 

Pdulsboto, NJ. 
"B" E. T. Lankford 

73.00 

J 55 Chev 

^cdionvilli, Fla. 
"C" R. F Heml.Tt 

73.44 

52 Olds 

Sruniwiik. Go. 
"D" Jom«t Bierly 

63-53 

30 Lincoln 

St. Ptlerihtir(j r F|p, 
GAS COUPE SEDAN 

M A‘ J Hoyt Grimn 

87.00 

'40 Ford 

Atlanta, Go. 

“B" Tern Kempror 

83.63 

'33 Ford coupe 

Atlanta, Go. 

"C" Jen De0allai 

84.11 

49 Olds. 

Miomi. Flo, 

"D ,J Frank Wurti 

ftl .31 

53 Merc 

Pouf store, NJ. 
ALTERED COUPE SEDAN 
"A" Frank Wyrti 

93.26 

32 Ford- Marc 

Pqu Uborc, NJ. 
"ft 1 ' Omar Allan 

9B.90 

'33 Dodge - 

Savannah, Go. 


Chrysler 

STREET ROADSTER. 

"C” Ed Knobel 

70.78 

'50 Jmpitir 

Jacksonville. F|p. 


Fond 

ROADSTER 

"A" Harry Caldwell 

98.66 

'3-2 Ford 

Miami, Fla. 

' B " Jerry McCoy 

93.34 

20 Fcrd Old* 

Lake Wank, Flo. 
OPEN GAS 

Joe M. Travis 

106.36 

drogiter-Old* 

Ff. Myers, Flo- 
FUEl COUPE SEDAN 
" B J Lowe Brpi, Spec. 

63-72 

38 Chav 

Atlanta, Ga- 


eaupr. 

MODIFIED H Q AO ST £ RS 
"A" Michael Klein man 

87.94 

GMC 

32 Ford. 

Clearwater, Tip. 


DsSoto 

1 B 1 Laurence R. Do is 5 Jr. 

78.80 

J 3l Fotd 

Savannah, Go. 

dragster 

Don Gar lit* 

106.00 

drag iter -Merc 

Tampa, Flo. 
SPORTS CARS 
"A' F Colvin Partin 

60 86 

Thynderbird 


B ronton, Flo. 


Favrvil time of fh# day— W, D, Roberson -dragster 

-10S.69 


Top Eliminator Don Gorlin— dragster- I OBJ 7 


> Arden Mounts lost his race car at Darlington, but NASCAR won years of priceless 


publicity. Movie film that surfaced of the Hudson smashing into a stalled car aired 
repeatedly on sports-highlight shows worldwide. 
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> “This method prevents accidental loss of the tailpipe during race,” explained MT’s 
Darlington coverage (Nov. ’55). Excessive tire wear plagued the heavy Kiekhaefer 
Chryslers. Tim Flock finished third here, despite numerous pit stops, but won a record 
18 of 45 Grand National events and the ’55 NASCAR championship. 



> Look who we discovered in film of NHRA’s San Antonio stop: AJ. Foyt! The overeager 
youngster set overall top speed of 121.75 in Ray Harrelson’s wing tank before a red-flag 
loss in the Dragster-class final. 



Call about custom powder 
coating and back spacing 
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> The engineering marvel nicknamed “Bustle Bomb” came into the 
inaugural Nationals as drag racing’s fastest car (147.05 mph, Santa 
Ana) and left Great Bend, Kansas, the same way— only faster. 
Before rain halted dragster racing, Lloyd Scott turned overall top 
speed of 151.00, a new NHRA record, plus low e.t. of 10.48 seconds. 
Scott and co-builder George Smith used a 348ci Olds and ’48 Ford 
gearbox up front to get the mass moving. Two seconds after blast- 
off, a hydraulic timer automatically fired the rear-mounted 391ci 
Cad for extra shove, without wheelspin. (Platinum-level members 
of the Hot Rod Club can click into the Oct. ’55 issue for five pages 
of technical details and Dean Moon photos.) 



> After everything that went wrong in Great Bend, it’s a wonder 
there ever was a second-annual NHRA Nationals (let alone the 
61st, this year). The fledgling organization’s first four-day program 
got off to a bumpy start, literally, then turned into a two-month 
ordeal. Drag News (but not HRM) mentioned multiple bumps 
and “one particularly severe dip” responsible for blown engines, 
transmissions, and rearends on Friday. “When Calvin Rice cleared 
all four wheels coming out of the dip Friday in the ‘Riley Special’ 
dragster, runs were discontinued [and] ... that evening a quick 
asphalt fill of the dip was made by a local paving crew.” Rain 
started falling the next afternoon, and never stopped. Remaining 
Top Eliminator and Dragster-class racing was postponed to the last 
regional meet, two months away in Arizona. Advertised “two-way 
record runs,” a holdover from president Parks' dry-lakes roots, 
never materialized, in either place. The Safari foursome and other 
NHRA officials miraculously managed to run off all lower classes on 
Saturday. The A/Competition Coupe/Sedan trophy went home to 
L.A. in the California-style F100 pulling “Jazzy” Jim Nelson’s Fiat. Six 
decades later, womenfolk who attended the wet Kansas weekend 
probably have, uh, strong memories of the facilities. Enlarged, the 
sign on the distant outhouse reads “women.” 



> My, how the scenery changed from the beginning to the end of NHRA’s first (also longest-ever) national event. The Nationals 
finally concluded in late November in Perryville, Arizona. Dean Turk's tough coupe was too chopped for B/Altered and failed tech, 
initially. “Tut” then raised the roof to legal height— with cardboard boxes! We like this outtake way better than a different pit photo 
picked for the Feb. ’56 HRM, sans mountains and doggie. 
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> Socony Mobil Oil Co.’s critical sponsorship fed high-test Mobilgas (30.9 cents on this 
bright New England day) into the team’s Plymouth wagon, no charge, and fed lunch to 
local dignitaries when the rig rolled into town. Wally Parks credited this support for the 
Safari’s survival. Later, he would blame the late cancellation of a fourth tour on Mobil’s 
sudden withdrawal after drag racing came under fire from influential safety and law- 
enforcement agencies (as we’ll see in coming installments). 


only just begun. For the next five days and 
nights, the Safari team supervised round- 
the-clock construction. That weekend, 197 
entries made more than 800 runs in front 
of several thousand spectators. 


..m i* iilH 
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> Bud Coons' law-enforcement 
background legitimized the arriving hot 
rodders to skeptical government and media 
leaders. Nearly every archive negative of 
Safari appearances away from a dragstrip 
shows Coons patiently explaining NHRA’s 
mission to cops, racers, politicians, news 
reporters, or citizens. 


> A small, single-axle travel trailer— which 
can be still be seen today at Heritage Series 
nostalgia meets and in front of NHRA’s 
wonderful Wally Parks Motorsports 
Museum, adjacent to Pomona Raceway- 
carried everything needed to set up and 
operate a quarter-mile track, including 
miles of wire for timing and PA systems. 






> Emptied of track 
equipment and personal 
luggage, the trailer was 
converted into a command 
center. Car-club volunteers 
kept the races running under 
close Safari supervision. 
Shown awaiting instruction 
in San Antonio are members 
of the Powder Puff Bandits 
girls' club. 


> In late June, Rick seems to have lost 
some enthusiasm for nonstop travel 
between consecutive race weekends. 

The other 11 frames on this roll place the 
motel somewhere near the site of NHRA’s 
Pocatello, Idaho, event. □ 


“We 11 all be gone for the summer 
We re on suriari to stay'’ 

— Brian Wilson, “Surfin’ USA” 

You may already be familiar with the 
story of NHRA’s Drag (1954) and Safety 
(’55-’56) Safaris, but we cant wrap up this 
season without honoring their long-term 
impact on the entire sport of drag racing, 
even beyond the obvious benefits to Wally 
Parks’ struggling, underfunded organi- 
zation (which operated out of Robert 
Petersens Trend Publications building). 

By teaching car clubs how to effectively 
organize, publicize, and safely conduct 
competition, Safari personnel inadvertently 
created future competition for NHRA 
itself. That education inspired some local 
entrepreneurs to independently open facil- 
ities that may or may not accept NHRA 
rules and sanction fees. In 1955, Wally’s 
four missionaries traveled 20,000 pre- 
Interstate miles to conduct 18 “Regional 
Championship” meets on airport runways, 
old highways, and at least one dirt road. 
They arrived in Kansas City on the Mon- 
day of race week to find that paving had 


> Eric Rickman often remarked that 
because he worked for HOT ROD, which 
made money, instead of NHRA, which did 
not, “I could have steak every night, while 
the other guys ate hamburger.” Tonight, 
though, it looks like TV dinners all around for 
(left to right) Bud Coons, Rick, Chic Cannon, 
and Bud Evans. Cannon, the sole survivor, is 
writing a book about his experiences. 
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BRICKYARD 

DREAMS. 

SALT FLAT 
MEMORIES: 


• WORDS: DICK MARTIN 

• PICS: THE SKIP HEDRICH COLLECTION 


THE SKIP HEDRICH STORY 


If you were glued to the radio on May 
30, 1964, you were likely listening to 
broadcaster Sid Collins skillfully paint 
word pictures of The Greatest Spectacle in Racing for a hundred 
million listeners worldwide. Many of us wondered what it would be 
like to be at the Brickyard, not as onlookers but driving in the Indy 
500 or involved turning wrenches for one of the teams. Indy was a 
very big deal back then. 

Skip Hedrich didn’t wonder. He raced Midgets and Sprint Cars, 
focused on the day he would compete in the 500. While that 
dream was dashed by an injury, his talent as a skilled fabricator put 
him in great demand in Gasoline Alley. 

Ultimately, it was Bonneville that got Skip back in his shop, 
building a creation so striking in beauty and speed, it takes ones 
breath away. 


But were getting ahead of ourselves. 

Born in 1935 in Vista, California, Skip Hedrich grew up in 
Altadena, just up the hill from Blairs Auto Parts in Pasadena. Skips 
father, Otto, was a mechanical engineer who designed the steam 
power plants in Glendale and Burbank during WWII, where 
power was essential for the aircraft plants in the area. 

A friend of Skips brother Holly (who later became publisher 
of HOT ROD magazine) had a Deuce roadster that he had 
taken the body off of. A pre-teen Skip got the chassis for 20 
bucks. When his dad asked him what he was going to do with it, 
Skip said he was going to build a roadster out of it. He learned 
how to braze up the many holes in the frame using his dads 
Prest-O-Lite acetylene torch. 

Skip had been eyeing a ’29 Model A body that had been sitting 
at Blair’s quite a while. Skip had built up a rapport with Don Blair 
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> Skip bought an historic 
Model T hot rod in 1953 and 
set about fixing what had 
been broken over the years, 
including the crumpled 
track nose that had been 
formed by Frank Kurtis. 
Lying against each wheel 
are the plug and the mold 
he made to form the car’s 
new f iberglass nose. Kurtis 
Kraft was in the business of 
building Championship cars 
by that time, and having a 
duplicate nose made from 
aluminum was out of his 
price range. 


and Blairs dad, and they sold the body to him for $20. It then took 
Skip three years of sanding and filling to finish it. Skip used his 
moms vacuum to paint the body when he was 11. 

Though the body was painted, Skip couldn’t muster up 
enough money to finish the engine, which was in pieces. His 
paper route money would only allow him to build the flathead 
bit by bit. Skip would pay for half a set of lifters one month and 
the other half the next. 

His friend, the late Larry Burford, saw the scattered flathead 
parts on the garage floor. “Were leaving for Bonneville next week,” 
Burford said. “You’ll never get the motor done in time.” That was 
in 1951. 

Larry called Skip three days later saying a guy had loaned him a ’29 
Ford coupe on Deuce rails to run at Bonneville and asked Skip to go 
to Speed Week with him. “I told Larry the roadster was together and 
I was ready to go, but instead four other guys and I spent 20 hours a 
day getting the coupe ready, and I left the roadster at home.” 

First Bonneville Adventure 

In the late ’40s and early ’50s, it was an adventure to just make it 
from Southern California to Wendover. “We left for Bonneville at 
night to beat the heat towing my dad’s trailer behind Hambone’s 
[Don Hambrick’s] ’46 Ford two-door with a couple of drums of 
alcohol and a couple of 5-gallon cans of nitro,” Skip remembers. 
“Jack Schmidt drove his mom’s new ’51 Ford convertible. Larry 
Burford rode with Jack, and they flat towed the coupe.” 

They got as far as Lone Pine before Jack fell asleep. “We went 
up an embankment. I was asleep in the back seat when I saw the 
drums rolling out on the road with sparks coming off them, but 
they didn’t catch fire. We pushed the drums to the side of the road 
and found some milk cans at one of the ranches, rinsed them out, 
went back, and put the nitro and what fuel we could salvage in the 
back of Jack’s trunk. The hitch to my dad’s trailer was twisted off, so 
we pushed the trailer under some bushes and left it.” On the way 
back Skip got a hitch, found his dad’s trailer, and towed it home. 

“We were pulling a steep grade going to Tonopah, Nevada, eleva- 
tion 6,047 feet, and Hambone’s ’46 boiled over. So we poured the 
fuel out of the coupe and put in some gas, fired it up, and helped 
with pushing the car over the hill with the tow bar. It took us two 
days to get to Bonneville.” 

When they finally did arrive, “I was wondering if I was on the same 
planet. I never envisioned anything like the whiteness of the place.” 

Skip’s roadster shows up in the 1951 Speed Trials program as a 
Class C Roadster entry because he pre-entered the car. In its place 


they entered the coupe in Class C under Burford- Hedrich. Skip 
had no record of the speed the car reached, but thanks to Jim Miller 
of The American Hot Rod Foundation, we learned the Burford- 
Hedrich entry was Sixth fastest in class with a respectable 128.388 
miles per hour. Mickey Thompson was First in class at 141.865 
miles per hour. 

As it turned out, Skip’s roadster never made it to Bonneville, and 
it would be decades before he would return. He street raced the 
roadster for a couple of years before selling it to buy a T roadster. 

An Historic T 

Why would Skip sell his A roadster, that he spent years working 
on, to buy a crumpled T roadster that had seen better days? Well, 
this was no ordinary T roadster; it had history Few, if anyone, gave 
a hoot about old hot rods or race cars back then. But Skip did. 

That the T was literally built by hand in 1930 by Frank Pom- 
mer was an understatement. Pommer ran at Muroc dry lake 
when speed equipment was not something you ordered, it was 
something you made. Frank started with the framerails from a 
Star automobile and added Model A front and rear crossmem- 
bers. While going to L.A. Trade Tech High School, Pommer 
fabricated the front axle out of 4140 chrome-moly tubing. He 
also made the kingpins from 4165 bar stock; he hand-fabricated 
the spring perches, tie rod, drag link, and the pitman arm. Frank 
also built the transmission case out of aluminum while going to 



> Skip’s finished Model T parked in front of his parent’s house. 

The roadster caught the attention of Dean Batchelor, Hop Up 
magazine’s editor, who wrote a feature on the car titled "Terrific T 
V-8” for the January 1953 issue. Unfortunately, Skip wasn't given 
credit in the story for restoring the roadster, specifically the nose. 
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> If you had roll-up windows, the Southern California Tinning 
Association wanted nothing to do with you until the first Bonneville 
Time Trials in 1949. Meaning, roadsters were for racing, closed 
cars weren’t, at least in SCTA’s eyes. And Skip, being a racer, had 
to have one. “I got it from Bruce Charlin and his brother Bill in 1954 
when I was going to college. It was a beautiful showpiece of a 
Deuce. I drag raced it almost every weekend at Santa Ana, Saugus, 
and Pomona. It was also a girl magnet.” 


> Skip’s 3/8ths by 3/8ths 296ci flathead had all the whips, 
whistles, and balloons: Weiand intake manifold, Navarro heads, and 
a Kong (Jackson) ignition. “You could advance the ignition from 
inside the car,” Skip recalls. 


night school. Most importantly, the aluminum body panels and 
nose were formed by Frank Kurtis in Franks backyard, long before 
Frank started Kurtis Kraft in Glendale. 

The T was far from the gem that Pommer had built when Skip 
purchased it 23 years later for $150. “It had been wrecked by the 
rich kid I got it from,” Skip remembers. “The frame was bent, and I 
had to straighten it. The side panels, the hood, and the nose Kurtis 
built out of aluminum were completely wadded up.” 

Fixing the T’s nose is a story unto itself. “I shaped the original 
nose with enough Bondo to make a plug out of it,” Skip says, “and 
then I took it to some fiberglass guys to make a fiberglass nose. I 
couldn’t get the nose to separate from the plug because their part- 
ing agent didn’t work. I took a rubber mallet and tried to separate 
the aluminum from the mold just enough for a gap. I talked to the 
guys at Union Ice Company in Pasadena to allow me to put the 
mold in their icehouse. I taped it up to hold water, figuring if I put 
water between the aluminum nose and the mold, when the water 
froze it would expand, the aluminum would shrink, and it would 
pop the mold from the aluminum.” It took multiple attempts of 
freezing, then widening the gap by adding more water, to accom- 
plish Skip’s theory, but the nose eventually popped. And it was a 
perfect match. 

Skip’s flathead went into the T. “I drag raced it at Pomona, 
Saugus, then I went to Santa Ana in 1953 with it. The record was 
103.6, and I went 103.8. 1 never could get it any faster than that. I 
kept it a couple of years and sold it for $4,200.” 


Midgets 

Skip graduated from John Muir Junior College in Pasadena in 
1953. Eventually, he went to Cal Poly San Louis Obispo, where he 
could have gotten a degree in mechanical engineering had he not 
started crewing on a Midget. The owner of the car let Skip take a 
couple of hot laps and he was hooked. “Those hot laps convinced 
me that was what I wanted to do. As a class project, I started build- 
ing a 3/4 Midget with a Harley engine so I could use the school’s 
machine shop welders nights and weekends.” 

Now, 3/4 Midgets weren’t kid stuff. They were like speedway 
bikes with four wheels — very, very fast. Building the Midget may 
have been a loose form of mechanical engineering, but not the 
kind his parents, especially his father, envisioned. Skip went home 
in 1958 just 12 units shy of his degree. Racing the Midget would 
have to suffice as his sheepskin. “Who needs an engineering 
degree when you can drive a race car?” Skip reasoned. 

Skip wound up trading the Midget for a Sprint Car, keeping 
the engine. The Sprinter was built by Eddie Kuzma, an L.A. area 
builder who fabricated the famed Championship car that Troy 
Ruttman drove to win the Indianapolis 500 in 1952. This was the 
Sprinter that Skip raced as he worked his way up for the chance to 
drive a Championship car. 


> Skip began his fabricating skills early when he built this Sprint 
Car in the mid 1950s. Jerry Huth built the first tube-bending 
prototype in 1958, so such a device wasn’t available when Skip 
built the chassis. Instead, he packed sand into the tubing to 
keep the pipe from kinking, then heated the pipe and bent it. He 
fabricated everything on the car except the tail section. 


> “My first Sprint Car race, in El Centro in 1962,” says Skip. “I 
had to learn pretty fast that when I got spun into the wall it was 
because I was the new guy. My friend Colby Scroggins said when 
you go out again in the semi, you run that guy into the wall because 
it’s your first race and everyone is watching you. If you don’t 
put him in the wall, the other bullies will crash you every race.” 
Scroggins won the CRA points championship in 1962. 


Working for Master Builders 

Skip continued to refine his craft by working for some of the best 
Championship car chassis builders in the trade. Quinn Epperley, 
who built the chassis that Jim Rathmann drove to Second behind 
Sam Hanks in 1957, hired Skip, as well as Lujie Lesovsky, another 
supreme metal shaper. “I’d work for Epperley on a project, then 
Lesovsky. I had a full-time job at Racing Associates, which was 
owned by Ebb Rose, who owned Rose Truck Lines. We went to 
Indy in 1962 where Ebb finished 14th.” 

The word got out that Skip was a quality fabricator. “Once they 
got to know me, theyd come and get me,” he recalls, “like George 
Bignotti [who became A.J. Foyt’s chief mechanic] and Andy 
Granatelli, who had me working on the Novi. I was working free- 
lance for various teams, busting my buns at Indy working in the 
pits to get my name out there, and to earn enough money to pay 
for my racing. I had a shop in Costa Mesa, and when I’d come back 
home, Id work on other race cars.” 

May Day 

Bruce Bromme hired Skip to help him sort out component prob- 
lems on the radical magnesium rear-engine DOHC Ford V-8 
Shrike (named after a bird of prey) that Eddie Sachs was to drive in 
the 1964 Indy 500. Skip would work on the car while it was still in 
California, then proceed to Indy as part of the team. 

“Eddie Sachs, who I met in the garage working on the Shrike, 
became a mentor to me because I still had my eye on driving in the 
Indy 500,” Skip says. “But the Shrike had a steering arm that had a 
shape that I said would not work. It was going to crack. Eddie took 
a couple of laps during practice for the 500, and the steering arm 
broke when he was on the back straightaway. Then a second arm 
that was heat treated differently broke, causing Eddie to spin the 
car onto the grass.” 

While the steering problem was solved, Sachs was rattled, accord- 
ing to Skip. “Eddie, we were told, went to a Catholic seminary for 
three days to be with the priests. When he returned to the Speedway 
he was his old self, waving to the crowd and ready to get into the car’’ 

Skip is still haunted by what took place before the race started. 
“During the singing of Back Home in Indiana , Eddie unbuckled 
himself, stood up in the car, and looked up at the sky. He said, ‘God, 
I’ll be with you.’ Not ‘God, be with me.’ He got back down in the car 
and we buckled him in again. I couldn’t believe what I heard. I asked 
some of the guys around me if they heard what Eddie said. They did. 
We couldn’t believe it. Just a few minutes later, Eddie was with God.” 


Veteran driver Sachs and rookie Dave MacDonald crashed in an 
orange and black mushroom cloud of gasoline. Sachs was beyond 
help, dying on impact. MacDonald passed later that day from inju- 
ries to his lungs from the fire. 

As millions of us listened to Sid Collins describing the night- 
marish crash in turn Four on the Indianapolis Motor Speedway 
Radio Network, Skip was grabbing a fire extinguisher to put out 
the flames on rookie Ronnie Duman’s back. He sustained second- 
and third-degree burns as he crawled from his race car, which was 
caught up in the blazing crash. Looking at a photo of Eddie Sachs 
on Skip’s office wall, Skip is still devastated by the events of that day. 

Skip Buys an Indy Car — Cheap 

Skip was working for Racing Associates in 1962-’63 when the rear 
engine Champ cars started coming in “and the front engine cars 
became dinosaurs,” he recalls. “I asked what Racing Associates 
wanted for the front-engine roadster they parked. I was told to talk 
to Herb Porter, who was the chief mechanic on the roadster. Herb 
said $138 for the car. That’s what I paid for the laydown roadster,” 
laughs Skip. 



> Skip’s photo of his slinky roadster taken over a half-century 
ago makes one wonder why a front engine Indy Car, with today’s 
technology, can’t be running the 500. After all, today’s front- 
engined Funny Cars rival rear-engine Top Fuel Cars on the dragstrip. 


> That’s Skip driving in the Trenton 200 in 1965, in as nasty-slippery a laydown roadster as you’ll ever see. The Offy was almost on its side, in 
contrast with Wally Dallenbach next to Skip. “I acquired it in 1962 and drove it in 1963 through ’65,” says Skip. He finished 21st that race. Not 
impressed? While A.J. Foyt won the 200, Skip finished ahead of the likes of Rodger Ward, Jim Hurtubise, and Lloyd Ruby. He funded himself. 




Most devastating part of Skips racing career was how it came to 
an end. “I had a ride at Indy driving for Federal Engineering. I was 
playing around on a Sunday afternoon and broke my knee riding a 
motorcycle. That was a turning point in my life.” 

What Skip thought would be a simple surgery to repair the knee 
turned into something far more serious. One month in the hospi- 
tal turned into three, and his car owner couldn’t wait. Skip lost his 
opportunity to race in the Indy 500. “I was in a body cast for three 
months in the hospital.” 

Frustrated at his slow recovery and anxious to return to racing, 
Skip slit the leg cast and entered a Sprint Car race in Phoenix, only 
to find the pain was too great to continue. That is when he called 
it quits. 




Return to Bonneville 

Skips brother Holly went to Bonneville to drive a ’90 Lincoln Mark 
VIII for Ford Motor Company. Skip went to watch as Holly set 
a record of 181.171 mph, impressive considering it had a stock 
engine rated at 290 hp. 

After some 40 years away, Skip walked through the pits marvel- 
ing at the sound of wide-open horsepower that he had never heard 
in any other form of racing. The memories from 1951 flooded 
back. Drivers he met while walking along the pits had similar 
racing backgrounds. Skip wondered why he stayed away so long. 
Then he walked by a streamliner with names on it with records 
that the car had set. “It was a beautiful piece of machinery. I talked 
to the owner, Jim Burkdoll, and told him about the race cars I 
had driven during my career. That afternoon, I had my 150-mph 
license. I ended up driving the streamliner for two years.” 

Skip drove everything on wheels with only one goal in mind: 
to strap himself in a Championship car to become one of the 33 
drivers to make the field in The Greatest Spectacle in Racing. That 
did not happen. But Skip’s legacy goes far beyond driving in the 
Indy 500. He created with his own hands a different kind of rac- 
ing spectacle, a race car that appeared on the Salt Flats in 2001 
that commanded a presence unlike anything seen before. In the 
American Eagle, he streaked down Bonneville’s 5-mile course 
at 347 mph in the measured mile (with a terminal speed of ■ 
353 mph) to become a lifetime member of the 300 Mile Per 
Hour chapter of the 200 Mile Per Hour Club. That achieve- 
ment resulted from an accumulation of everything he learned 
in life as a builder, a driver, and a visionary. His father taught 
Skip at age 9 to save his money so he could buy anything he 
wanted plus invest his money wisely. He has done both. 

> When Skip returned to Bonneville in 1990, he met Jim 
and Juley Burkdoll and struck up a conversation about their 
streamliner. “I told Jim about my background, Jim put me in 
the car, and by 4:30 that afternoon I had my SCTA license.” 

Before Skip moved on to build his own land speed racer, he 
reached close to record speed in class of 214.426 mph. “I 
drove for Jim and Juley for two years before I decided to build 
my own car in '96. We had a wonderful relationship." 


> The construction of Skip’s streamliner was a complicated affair 
taking five years to build. “I envisioned a streamliner that was most 
importantly aerodynamically sound,” says Skip. He worked with 
aerodynamicist Lynn Yakel, whose experience included work with 
NASA, to create a body “like an airplane fuselage, excluding the 
wings.” Here, Skip is standing behind the top half of the plug used 
to make the fiberglass streamliner body. 


> Visualize a Top Fuel dragster chassis, than compare it to 
Hedrich’s chassis, both designed for the 300-plus-mph range. Skip 
not only designed the chassis, he built it. Though the streamliner 
did not pass the SCTA tech inspection in 2013, Skip is not a quitter 
and will be headed back to the Salt Flats. 


> Skip makes certain that school children see the American Eagle, to reinforce the idea that “building 
race cars is not for the uneducated.” Plus, he uses the Eagle’s appearances to raise money for The 
North San Diego County Wounded Warriors. 3 
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Winers Oane Right! 

From The Leader In Wiper Technology For Over 26 Years 



Over 180 
Applications 
Now Available! 


We have remained the most respected name in windshield wiper upgrade kits because wipers 
are our first and only business! Whether you drive your classic low rider every day or only to 
events , having a modern multi-speed or variable-speed electric drive wiper system is a great 
convenience and a real safety improvement as well. Call us today to discuss your needs. 


800 - 820-1020 

w w w . n e w port w ipers.com 


Tom Castello’s 
Gilmore Tribute Ford Pickup 
Features Our Clean Wipe System 


k All New Materials And Motor - NO Rebuilts 
Heavy Duty Two-Speed Self-Parking Motor 
Replacement Motors Install Into Factory Wiper Mounts 
k Clean Wipe Kits Replace Single Motor Applications 
Replacement Rotary Switch 
k All Applications 12- Volt 
k Three Year Guarantee 
Intermittent Controls Optional 
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Instant Classic 

Classic Instruments special- 
izes in building gauges and 
gauge packages that combine 
retro styling with modern 
electronics. The cluster 
Veronica is holding is a Direct 
Fit Gauge Set for ’40 Fords, 
which packages a speedome- 
ter, tachometer, fuel, oil, temp, 
and volt gauges in a deco- 
styled, injection-molded ABS 
housing. (Other gauge face 
designs for the ’40 are avail- 
able, too.) LEDs light up the 
cluster at night and provide 
the turn-signal and high-beam 
indicator lights as well. Direct 
Fit sets are also available for 
Shoebox Fords and a number 
of ’50s Chevys. On the muse- 
um’s podium is an example of 
another Classic Instruments 
product, the custom retrofit. 
The company can take your 
original gauges— in this case 
from a ’34 Plymouth— and 
upgrade them with modern 
electronic movements. It’s 
not a restoration, per se, 
but a customization 
so you can retain 
the gauges’ origi- 
nal look and enjoy 
modern operation 
and precision. 




Contact: 

Classic Instruments; 

844 / 342 - 8437 ; 

classicinstruments.com 


PICS: WES ALLISON 
APPEAL: VERONICA JENSEN 
STYLING: KINNY & HOWIE 
RETRO BOUTIQUE 

HAIR & MAKEUP: DOLLED UP BY LULU 

JOINT: WALLY PARKS 

NHRA MOTORSPORTS MUSEUM 
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PARTI WITH APPEAL 



Iconic 

Windshield 

Frame 

Pioneering hot rodder Duke 
Hallock is said to have cast 
his roadster’s windshield 
frame back in the 1930s 
to mimic those he 
saw on new Auburn 
Speedsters. If you flV 
want that same 
look for your hot 
rod, replicas of 
that now-iconic 
v-shaped 
frame are 

available from Rotten 
Leonard’s Jalopy Shop. 

Made to fit ’30-’31 Model A 
roadsters, they’re cast using 
356 aluminum alloy, “so 
they can bend some without 
breaking,” Leonard says. He 
ships them as bare castings 
with mounting hardware 
included, though Leonard 
advises, “Cowls will definitely 
vary from one to another, so 
some fitting will be required.” 
Leonard also offers glass 
to fit the frames. The best 
part? The $695 retail price is 
about half of what others are 
asking for similar frames. 


Contact: 

Rotten Leonard’s Jalopy 
Shop; 208 / 816 - 2297 ; 
rottenleonard.com 
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Keeping Your Cool 

Hot rod engines can have a hard 
time staying cool, so check out 
this arrow in the cooling quiver: 
Derale’s steel-blade rigid race 
fans. They get their vintage look 
from powdercoated steel con- 
struction, and they’re designed 
to push maximum airflow at low 
and high engine speeds. Several 
diameters are available, from 17 
to 20 inches, so you’re sure to 
find one that’ll fit behind your 
car’s radiator. 


Contact: 

Derale Performance; 

800/421-6288, derale.com 




Time Warp 

* Building a Stroker FE for our Altered, Part 1 


Back in 1963, my uncle George dropped a 
then-new Super Stock-prepped 427 Ford 
into his altered roadster, went out and set 
the AHRAs National Mile per Hour class 
record at 140 mph, and held it for three 
years until selling the car. The 427 Ford 
is legendary, and it enjoyed a good run in 
the most iconic Ford performance cars. 
There’s a lot of history that can be written 
about the FE engine starting in 1958, but 
what we re concerned with is building a 
period-correct drag engine like the one 
that was in Georges No. 78 back in 1963- 
’65, without killing the budget. 

The first thing for us to address was the 
acquisition of a core motor. While there 
were a lot of 427s to be had back in the 
old days, they’re scarce now. You can find 
one if you want one, but the entry fee for 
a real 427 is pretty high, and a lot of the 
blocks are simply used up. The 427s had 


a tendency to spit rods out the side of the 
block (hence the development of the side- 
oiler blocks, which direct-fed the main 
bearings to combat that issue, but they still 
kicked rods), and we’ve seen any number 
of repaired blocks for sale. The other issue 
is that a lot of blocks you find today are 
already bored 0.060 over. Even if they’re 
only 0.030 over, FEs are known to have 
thin- wall castings, and you really don’t 
want to go more than 0.030 over unless 
you have absolutely no other choice. 

Fortunately, for those wanting to build 
a stout FE, you need look no further than 
your local junkyard. You can’t throw a lug 
nut in the boneyard without hitting a 390. 
They were in passenger cars and trucks 
from 1961-’75, and if you can’t find a 390, 
then you’ll have no problem finding a 
360 (also called a 361) FE in a truck from 
1968-’76. If you can’t get a complete FE 



core engine for $150 or less, you simply 
aren’t looking with your eyes open. Parts 
availability is better than ever, and the FE 
is an extremely popular engine. In fact, 
Edelbrock told us the FE head is one of its 
top sellers. 
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> Some truck blocks, and the “mirror 105” 
block (named after a backwards “105” 
cast next to the timing chain cover) have 
an additional rib in the main webbing. 
Technically, this makes the block stronger, 
but they never break here anyway. 

> Barry Rabotnick pointed out that 
the freeze plugs that normally come 
in rebuild kits aren’t the right size. 
They’re the more common PA-inch 
plugs, while the blocks actually 
require l 49 /e4-inch plugs. Without the 
right ones, the block will leak. 



> There was a lot of casting flash and 
sharp edges all around the inside of the 
pain rail and webbing. Getting rid of that 
was the first step to the build. 
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at shops that don’t 
specialize in FEs. 





> There are two things to see here: Bill first 
preps the crank by grinding the ends of the 
journals, which gets the balance a lot closer 
right out of the gate, and allows them to 
use less heavy metal to balance the cranks. 
The second is that the ARP stud kits come 
with either all studs or studs and bolts for 
the Number 5 rear main cap, required to 
clear the pain rail. Survival sticks with all 
studs, but typically mills them down to 
clear the rail. 



> Our main stud kit came with a pair 
of shorter studs for the rear main 
cap. This is something Survival hadn’t 
seen before, so apparently ARP is 
now including shorter studs in all its 
kits, doing away with the necessity of 
cutting the two tall ones as Survival 
has been doing. 



> Survival Motorsports' Bill Blair spent some time balancing the Scat crank and rods. 


If you’re happy with 390 cubic inches, 
rebuild kits are relatively inexpensive, but 
the FE is yet another example of how great 
it is to be a hot rodder today. You can have 
the stock crank turned, the stock rods 
resized and buy new rod bolts, or for just a 
little extra you can get a Scat stroker crank 
with good I-beam rods and ARP fasteners. 

We picked up a core motor at the NE 
Georgia Swap Meet for $125, and before 
we got it apart, we found a bare “mirror 
105” 390 block that is supposedly better 
for $150. The “mirror 105” blocks have a 
reputation for being high-nickel blocks 
with thicker main webbing and thicker 
cylinders that can be bored to 427 specs. 

“There’s a lot of magic out there,” FE 
guru Barry Rabotnick at Survival Motor- 
sports tells us. “And most of it is just like 
magic: not true.” He’s sonic tested several 
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> It’s hard 
to see here, 
but Survival 
offsets the rear 
main seal, so 
the seam in the 
neoprene isn’t 
on the same 
line as the 
seam between 
the cap and 
block. It’s an 
old racers’ 
trick, but it still 
works. 


> The Scat kits are available with cast 
or forged cranks, and I-beam or H-beam 
rods. Our mill is relatively tame at 500-550 
hp, so we went with the cast crank and 
I-beams. The 6.700-inch rods are excellent 
pieces, with no casting ridges on the 
beams, bushed ends, and ARP bolts. 



> Once the caps are set and torqued into place, Bill checks each set of bearings, and then double-checks the mains on the crank to ensure 
they’re exactly right. It’s not uncommon for them to swap out shells for +1 or +2 bearings to bring the clearances up to Survival’s very 
narrow window of acceptability. 


105 blocks and found the cylinders to be 
no thicker than other 390s of the era, so 
you wont be able to take one out to 427 
specs and see it live. “Weve never found 
them to be a different alloy from other 
Ford blocks either,” he says. The one thing 
they do have is thicker, stronger webbing 
around the mains, “but FEs never break 
there,” Barry says, so it’s really not the hot 
ticket everyone says it is. If you have the 
choice to go with a mirror 105 block versus 
the other 390 or 360 blocks, the thicker 


main webs are nice, so we built that one. 
(Incidentally, they’re called mirror 105 
blocks because on the front of the block, 
next to the timing cover on the passenger 
side, the number “105” is cast into the 
block backwards.) 

Once we picked up the block, we had 
to decide what, exactly, we were going to 
build. Obviously, our first thought was 
“It’s a race engine! We need power! We 
need bigger heads! We need the gnarliest 
cam we can get!” So we called Barry and 


talked to him about a set of his proprietary 
aluminum heads with all the treatment, a 
monster cam, and so on. 

And then we did the math. Not the 
money math, the power and vehicle math. 
An aluminum-head FE weighs about 600 
pounds; a Powerglide weighs less than 100; 
the rearend with a spool and aluminum 
drums weighs in the neighborhood of 180; 
a buddy and I can pick up the chassis with 
full front suspension, steering, and seat, so 
that’s about 250; the body weighs 60; front 
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> The Mahle pistons are man jewelry. 
Lightweight forged castings, they come 
with a phosphate coating and coated skirts. 
They’re high-end components at a very 
affordable price. We were impressed all the 
way around. 



> Mahle provides rings with its pistons. 
These aren't out-of-the-box rings from 
one of its vendors, but are thin, 1mm, 
low-tension moly rings Mahle developed 
for use with its pistons. Besides excellent 
wear characteristics and sealing, there's 
horsepower to be had here by virtue of 
their low drag. 


> The Mahle pistons come with dual 
round wire retainers. They work great, but 
Bill typically bleeds at least once when 
installing a set, and today was no different. 



There’s horsepower to be had in oil control too, so we 
ordered a Canton windage tray. Barry likes the screen-type 
trays, while Canton recommends its louvered version. 


> A typical Ford uses a front-sump oil pan and pickup, but for 
a drag car, we weren’t real keen on the front-sump pan. It’s 
very shallow at the back of the engine, and any oil that isn’t 
in the sump is going to stack up at the shallow end of the pan 
and get into the crank during launch and hard acceleration. 

Big Ford trucks came with full-sump oil pans that do away 
with this. It won’t work in a Ford passenger car without a lot of 
modification to the crossmember, but in a FED, altered, some 
street rods or hot rod truck chassis, it works well. 



> Even with the shorter studs in the rear cap, we had to notch the 
windage tray for clearance. Some people just leave the washer out 
of the fasteners to lower the stud or bolt head. The Canton tray 
sandwiches between the block and oil pan, and its kit includes oil 
pan studs and nuts. 



drums and rotors add around 40; radiator, 
fuel tank, battery, and wiring are another 
100; wheels and tires are generously 100; 
another buck-fifty for stuff I forgot; and 
220 for my portly bulk. With some of those 
estimates being on the fat side, its looking 
like the altered is going to come in some- 
where around 1,800 pounds. 

Every drag race calculator we could find 
on the Internet said 600 hp in an 1,800- 
pound car is going to put the thing in the 
low 8s at over 160 mph. To quote Clint 


Eastwood, ‘A man has got to know his 
limitations.” Right now, my limitations are 
somewhere north of 8-second e.t’s, and 
somewhere south of 150 mph. And by 
“somewhere,” I mean “a long way” 

One of the things George said about the 
original car was that with the S/S-prepped 
427, it never needed any attention. “We 
never did anything to it. We checked the 
plugs between rounds, just because we 
felt like we had to do something, but that 
engine made pass after pass without any 


work.” There’s a lot to be said for anvil-like 
reliability, both in terms of finances and 
maintenance. I don’t want a high-strung, 
twitchy engine that’s constantly needing 
maintenance or repairs to race. I want to 
race, not always be fixing the car. High- 
strung, high-horsepower engines also 
require high-dollar parts, especially FEs: 
once you go above 6,000 rpm, you need to 
step up the cost of valvetrain components. 

After the reality check, Barry and I 
devised a much simpler, realistic plan: a 
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> The big truck pan has a long pickup that must be used too, so grab it when you grab 
the oil pan. Barry has said he’s found the more oil capacity the pan has, the more power 
the engines make. We can only guess that’s because a deeper pan keeps the oil out of the 
spinning crank. 


5,500-rpm redline, 500-550 hp, and pump 
gas. Unlike most other engine builders, all 
Survival Motorsports does is builds FEs. 

In fact, Barry literally wrote the book on 
it, and has kicked the snot out of competi- 
tors in several Engine Masters Challenges. 
Asking how to build 500 hp with a 5,500- 
rpm redline was like asking a baker how to 
make a loaf of rye bread: You and I would 
have to look up the ingredients and hope it 
comes out right, while Barry just rattled off 
the list with the confidence of hundreds of 
builds and untold thousands of dyno runs 
under his belt. A Scat 0.250-inch stroker 
kit, Mahle pistons, Lunati hydraulic roller 
cam, Harland Sharp roller rockers, box- 
stock Edelbrock heads and a factory low- 
riser 2x4 intake would do it. 

That parts list might sound expensive, 
but its surprisingly affordable. We were 
shocked to see how inexpensive the Mahle 
pistons are, while the build cost for a set 
of factory heads with all the trimmings 
comes close to the cost of new Edelbrocks, 
and that’s for low-perf stockers that don’t 
flow as well and have large compression- 
killing combustion chambers. 



> The longer pickup requires a hole be 
drilled and tapped in what we thought 
was an ugly boss inside the pan rail. 

On big trucks, they’re tapped from the 
factory. On our block, Bill had to drill and 
tap it. 

SOURCES 

ARP; 800/826-3045; arp-bolts.com 
Canton Racing Products; 203/481-9943; 
cantonracingproducts.com 
Edelbrock; 310/781-2222; edelbrock.com 
Harland Sharp/Custom Speed Parts Mfg.; 
440/238-3260; harlandsharp.com 
Lunati; 662-892-1500; lunatipower.com 
Mahle Aftermarket Inc.; 888/255-1942; 
mahle-aftermarket.com 
MSD; 915/857-5200; msdperformance.com 
Scat; 310/370-5501; scatcrankshafts.com 
Survival Motorsports; 248/366-3309; 
survivalmotorsports.com 


This month well show you the assembly 
of the block and reciprocating assembly; 
next issue we’ll finish the engine and test it 
on the dyno before dropping it between the 
rails. Yes, 500 hp seems pretty tame for a 

FE BORE X STROKE CHART 


STROKERS 


dedicated race engine, but a sober look tells 
me I just don’t need more. And while this 
one is going in a full-on race car, this com- 
bination would be ideal for a street-bound 
hot rod. 


DISPLACEMENT 

BORE 

STROKE 

434 

390 bore (+0.030) 

4.125 

445 

390 (+0.030) 

4.250 

449 

406/428 (+0.030) 

4.125 

462 

406/428 (+0.030) 

4.250 

471 

427 (+0.030) 

4.125 

486 

427 (+0.030) 

4.250 



> These are the back sides of the 90-degree oil filter adapters. On the far left is the earlier 
version, with half-inch oil channels that are shallow. In the middle is one that Barry has 
ported a little to break the sharp corners and improve flow. On the far right is the post-’68 
adapter with large 5 /s-inch holes and deep channels. If you have the opportunity, go with 
the bigger one. More oil never hurts. G 


DISPLACEMENT 

BORE 

STROKE 

360/361 

4.047 

3.500 

390 

4.052 

3.784 

406 

4.130 

3.784 

410 

4.052 

3.980 

427 

4.232 

3.784 

428 

4.132 

3.980 
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STRAIGHT AXLE GASSER 


CHASSIS OR SUBFRAME FOR ANY CAR OR TRUCK. 


The standard package (shown) includes new Super Bell early Ford spindles, Super Bell Steering 
arms. Flaming River Vega steering box wtlb ¥ dropped PiLman arm, Wiiwood 4-pkSton calipers 
with 11 " rotors to tit 15" nostalgis wheels. We offer a lot of options. 



Web Site: wwW'jtmmeyerraci ng.com 
e-mail : sa les@j i m me ye rra c ing.com 


> 


Download our catalog 
or any of our instructions 
free at www.jimmayerracmg.com 
Tech One; 54 J m nv * Ctater Una: i-m-m nte 
2795 S,E, 23rd 1 Uncolif Crty, Oft 9726 7 




STRAIGHT- 
AXLE GASSER 
SUBFRAMES 
OH CHAISES 


* CheveliB 64-72 

* Nova Bolts-in '62-67 

* Tri-Five Chews '55-57 

* Camara, 1 Firebirds '67 -81 

" Unrversal Sublrames-Any Car or Truck 

* Alt parts available separately 



www.youtube.com/MotorT rend 


KINEKT GEAR RING 




moving gears you can wear 

watch the video 1-888-600-8494 

www.kinekt design, com 









Tributes, Testimonials 
& Time Capsules 

These Scrapbook pages are your place to contribute to the maga- 
zine, in any way you think the other Deluxe readers would enjoy 
Old-time photos from your (or your dads, or grandpas) racing or 
rodding days, shots of the car you’ve built, automotive junk piles 
found in an old barn, we like it all. This, too, is the forum for you to 
express your opinions about the mag, good and bad, like it or not. 
We can take it. It helps us make a better magazine. For photo sub- 
missions, digital photos are best (scanned or shot at high resolution, 
please), or you can mail us copies of your photos. Just please don’t 
send originals, as they can get lost in transit. 


IENPYOURJTUFF 


Email: DREWHARDIN57@GMAIL.COM 

Mail: HOT ROD Deluxe, 831 S. Douglas St., El Segundo, CA 90245 


Nice ’n’ Nasty 

Here’s one that was a feature car in HOT ROD magazine many 
years ago, but is in my barn now waiting for its new engine to be 
installed. The previous owner passed away several years ago from 
an illness, and this car was purchased from the estate. I raced it 
at Eagle Field in 2013. It had some problems, but we have a new 
557ci tall deck injected BBC on alky. Should do the job! Check out 
the names on the rear deck lid — interesting. 

Bill Babcock 



Godspeed, Grandpa 

In July, my grandfather, Robert W. Monroe, Sr., passed away. He 
served in the Navy, was a machinist, and a long-haul truck driver. 
But his main passion in life was racing. Stock Cars, Midgets, 
even drag racing. We found these two photos among his things. 
The shot of him with the ’32 Chevy Stock Car was taken around 
1969 at Collins Field in Le Mars, Iowa. The second, of him in a '33 
Ford Stock Car, was shot around 1966 at Raceway Park in South 
Sioux City, Nebraska. Grandpa was such an influence on all of 
us— the whole family is into cars, motorcycles, anything fast with 
wheels — that I wanted to share these in tribute to the man. 

Michael Monroe 
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Far Lane 


Love the May issue, especially because my dad’s C/A Ford coupe is in 
it. My dad, Don Borders, co-owned the coupe Bob Moody drove. Dad 
worked on it and Bob drove it. Bob and Dad have both passed. Today 


my brother owns the coupe, and other than being faster than it was 
then, it looks much the same. I think it would be a great car to do a 
“Now and Then” story on. 

Don Borders 
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SCRAPBOOK 


* 




UP Screamer 

I began reading coverage of the U.S. Nationals in 
HOT ROD magazine back in 1961. My favorites were 
the factory hot rods including the F/X cars and the 
early altered wheelbase funny cars. The “Golden 
Age of Drag Racing” article about the 1965 season 
in your May issue brought back memories of the 
most outrageous factory hot rods, the first genera- 
tion funny cars. At the time I was disappointed 
Dyno Don and the other top factory teams did not 
yet have their own class and did not win at Indy. 

An unprecedented 46 cars competed for the 
B/Altered championship at the Nationals in 1965. 

In defending his 1964 championship, Jack Ditmars 
would find himself up against Don Nicholson, Ed 
Schartman, Phil Bonner, and Dick Brannan to name 
a few. It would be a David vs. Goliath showdown at 
Indy in ’65. NHRA put these first-gen funny cars up 
against Ditmars’ Lil’ Screamer, who put them back 
on their trailers. 

But Lil’ Screamer’s victory did not end there. In 
addition to class eliminations, NHRA brought in the 
nation’s top wheelstanding cars to put on a show. 

After the funny car teams were soundly defeated, 

Jack was asked to slide the rear axle forward on his adjustable wheel- 
base ’34 Ford and compete for the wheelstanding crown against the 
Hurst Hemi Under Glass. The November issue of HRM has full cover- 
age of Jack’s win and Lil’ Screamer’s victory lap with the Hemi Under 
Glass. 

Jack raced Lil’ Screamer from 1963 to 1967 and attained 13 national 
event wins. In 1966 Jack hired Joni Buttera, Lil’ John’s wife, as a match 
race driver. With a girl in the cockpit and nitro in the tank, the World’s 
Wildest '34 Ford would become even more popular. Best times were 
low 9’s at 150 with a bored and stroked 327 on 30 percent. 

Jack would gain even more success with his Mini Brute ’68 Opel 
and be honored by NHRA at the Hot Rod Reunion. Lil’ Screamer is alive 
and well. I had no idea of Lil’ Screamer’s history when I found this sole 
survivor of Jack’s five drag cars ready to be scrapped in 1979. What 
dumb luck for me. 

Luck recently struck again when I was able to purchase Grumpy 
Jenkins’ 1976 GMC motor home, complete with his national event 
decals, kitchen supplies, and clothing. Grump’s motor home will make 
a great man cave to keep some of my memorabilia and a place for 
new friends we meet at the track to sit down, cool off, and have some 
refreshments. We look forward to attending select events and making 
a few wheels-up launches once we have completed the restoration 
of Lil’ Screamer, Grump’s motorhome, and Lil’ Screamer’s original 
enclosed trailer. 

Mike Sleeth 


Mike sent us some photos of the Lil’ Screamer in its heyday, 
including the color photo of it pulling the wheels at Pomona. 

We found the other pictures in the Petersen archive: The color 
launch shot is from the 1965 AHRA Winter Nationals; and the 
black-and-white wheelie photo and staging lane photo were 
from Bud Lang’s coverage of the ’65 Indy Nationals for Car Craft 
magazine. That’s Jack Ditmars on the right, and we believe 
he’s joined in the photo by his friend and co-conspirator on Lil’ 
Screamer Herb Moller. 

Here’s how Dick Wells described Lil’ Screamer’s wheel- 
standing action in the Nov. ’65 HRM: “Jack Ditmars, driving 
his ’34 coupe, ‘Lil’ Screamer,’ which earlier won B/Altered 
class, did some wheelstands which almost tied Shrewsberry’s 
demonstrations [in the Hemi Under Glass] in popularity. Jack 
has always been plagued with the high-ride tendency of his 
Chevy-equipped coupe, but 
for exhibition purposes at the 
Nationals, he removed the 
fifth wheel and showed what 
this oP hot rod from Illinois 
can do if it’s a show that’s on 
order. Of course, he’s prob- 
ably riding with a new front 
end by now, but it was a spec- 
tacular show.” 
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100% Retro 

HOTROD.COM/HOT-ROD 


WeatherTech* 

Automotive Accessories 



INTERIOR PROTECTION 



FloorLiner ™ and Cargo Liner are 
Available in Black, Tan and Grey 


CUSTOM-FIT CAR COVERS 


Indoor and Outdoor Options Available 



WeatherTech.com 

800-441-6287 



Proudly Designed, Engineered 
and Manufactured in the USA 


l+l 



Canadian Customers European Customers 

WeatherTech. ca WeatherTechEurope.com 


2015 by MacNeil IPLLC 









SCRAPBOOK 


PIC: LEROI “TEX” SMITH 



Half Moon Bay 


HRD is my favorite car mag, hands down, keep up the good work! 
However, I worry that eventually you are going to run out of rods from 
the ’50s and '60s, and the people who built and drove them. That will 
be a sad day for all of us old farts. Have you ever done anything on the 
Half Moon Bay strip, home of the world’s fastest Chevy, the Champion 
Speed Shop rail? The rivalry between them and Ted Gotelli’s rail was 
legendary. Someone from the old Champion Speed Shop has a blown- 
up photo of Jim McClennan putting Garlits on the trailer. The guy who 
owns the HMB Bakery on Main Street downtown has a great collec- 
tion of photos from the drags. 


I don’t think we’re going to run out of hot rods and dragsters to 
cover, but the trick is getting to the right people before they’re 
gone. The story on the Half Moon Bay strip is a great idea. We 
went into the archives for this outtake of the Champion Speed 
Shop rail from HRM’s coverage of the 1962 NHRA California 
State Championships. That year Streakin’ Sammy Hale won Top 
Eliminator in the car with an e.t. of 8.41. 

—DREW HARDIN 


Chuck and Cammie Pisani 


Tub-T 

I would like to thank you for doing articles on T-buckets (May ’15). 
When I was a kid you opened a HOT ROD magazine and saw a lot of 
T-buckets. These days you don’t see any. So when I saw the May issue 
with T-buckets, I had to buy it. 

The Tub-T I have was built by Richard Greaves of Long Beach, Cali- 
fornia, in 1973 and was used for Hurst Shifters ads with Miss Hurst 
Shifter (Linda Vaughn) sitting on the back seat. The Tub-T has a ’72 Ford 
2,000cc Pinto motor with an Ak Miller turbo that was put on after the 
ad was shot. The motor is attached to a C4 transmission and cooled by a 
Jim Babb’s radiator. The Jag rearend sports N50 Pos-a-traction tires, the 
front has 16x3.0 motorcycle tires with motorcycle brakes. The body is 
two T-bucket bodies fiberglassed together with shortened door panels. 
The interior is old school tuck-and-roll, with a Dan Woods steering wheel. 
All of this is sitting on an opposed-coil front suspension. The Tub-T has 
been stored for the last 30 years with the same paint and flames. Just 
thought you might like to see what’s still out there. 

Chris Spaulding 
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CHECK OUT TH 
IroaDKILL.COM 1 


FRESH J 
IpESlQNq 

Ion sale 


Seethe newest ROADKILL 
episodes sooner at 

starting September 2015. 


for gearheads. Is ROADKILL 

episode for four years. Now ROADKILL is 
-bam!— there’s more to see than evef. 

NEW ROADKILL P* 


America's 

with a million-plus views per 
powered by Dodge and- 


videos, photos, articles, and chatswlth hosts 
David Freiburger and Mike Finnegan. And The Dog. 
to ROADKILL events where episodes are being shot. 

fresh ROADKILL apparel. 

ROADKILL Nation to post your own projects! 
for the launch of ROADKILL the magazine. 


r 







TROPHY GIRL 



PIC: ERIC RICKMAN 


Four Wheels with Abandon 

Its July 1959, and the Go Kart Club of America is holding its first 
annual National Championships at the Go-Kart Raceway in Azusa, 
California. Eric Rickman is on hand to capture the action as these 
diminutive hot rods speed around the 1 1 -turn, 4/ 10-mile track. 

Bob Pendergasts story in the Oct. ’59 HRM enthusiastically 
recorded all the results as if he were covering an NHRA National 
meet — though with smaller engines and lower speeds. Some 100 
karts turned out for the event, a field that Pendergast called “the 


undisputed elite of the corps. As a result the caliber of equipment 
and driving was tops, with not a single race relenting in its excite- 
ment long enough to allow even the most sophisticated spectator 
time to resume his seat.” 

When it was all over, model Rita Trout handed trophies to the 
class winners, including the smiling gentleman seen here, Class C 
champion Al McDonald. 

—DREW HARDIN 


Hot Rod Deluxe (ISSN 1546-5063), November 2015; Volume 8 Number 6, is published bimonthly by TEN: The Enthusiast Network, LLC, 261 Madison Avenue, 6th floor, New York, NY 10016. Copyright 2015 by TEN: 
The Enthusiast Network Magazines, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Printed in the USA. Periodicals postage paid at New York, NY and at additional mailing offices. Subscriptions US and US Possessions $39.97 per year 
(6 issues); Canadian, $45.97, Foreign, $51.97 (including surface mail postage). Payment in advance. US. Funds only. POSTMASTER: Send all UAA to CFS. (See DMM 707.4.12.5); NON-POSTAL AND MILITARY 
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EXPERT TECH SUPPORT • EAST SHIPPING • HUGE INVENTORY 



p 35 -40 Ford Bott-Tosottior 
£21 SHr IFS Chassis Kit __ 


* fctircifJT gauge frame rails 


mm 


9 Bolt together center X-mmber 
9 Bott-on brake pedal/tnaster cylinder brocket 
9 8oti-on Mustang If cmsmemherassembty 

ALSOtNCWOtDt 

* TrktngutatedfleorFQW-BorKH 

* Nm 56* wide T Ford hwsing (atl mounts weided) 

* 

* Qatsmpnber 

* Co&ovw assemblies 





Grt ytKjn bycaiUngouf toQfjttt lumber, 

Of wit -td 


855.682.9229 

SpeedwayMotDtsjxim 



bn nans 


B ilartwrea -ailv tor whiii- merf new be lioeo a b^TMiy PtKK F a J. Unkr;. Hcsmka. EfSfiTS TlfE EI01T FD LMfT ^JUUTTTIES Cat 4KT mOUCT Ita IrwiGtaiii!^ 

dYlM den by pnand tapriaarf in tay prop jnstiefen uitpntot of brakkg system, P» insulir «ust ustliiVlvM tanka fodfhflmttgildity of <Jb^ 


‘sfbrakt 
05 pMdwrJdin.hL.ni 5 





* AUTHENTIC BRANDS 
•Vintage Styles 
•Many Sizes 


STARTS WITH THE TIRES 


1931 Ford Model A Sedan * 

Firestone Deluxe Champion Blackwall 


Front: 400-16 
Hear: 750-16 


firestone 




FREE Mount, Balance, & Nitrogen Inflation with the Purchase of a Full Tire & Wheel Set ■ Over a $100 Value! 


fyJ/jea/S Too/ 


SPEAK TO A TIRE & WHEEL EXPERT 

866 - 267-6827 

OR VISIT cokertire.com 


Q mcivdster 


BFGoocfnch 




M 

Rocket 


Jintton* 




